


Coll ector s' Digest ......................... . 
FOIDIDED in 1947 by HERBERT L;);J@IBY 

Vol . .... 16 ......................... Nuober ... 192 .. - ...................... DEX:EHBER1 .... 1962 ...... .,,.-...... .,, .• Pric o ... 2s . .. 0c1, .. 

CHl.113 JN COONCIL 

Il!!El!l!i Another o tlest ond Another Chrtst.r::est A tJtie for thtnktng cf old friends. A 
tttr'A! tor count.Ing our bles sings as we l ock back t o the very first O\rtstmas or all . I 
think perhaps t ha t I mn l uc}c;ter than ~ s t rnen, though each one or us has pl ent y tor .,,,_tch 
to be thank ful. But I am lucky ln the l:ill\Y hundreds or frl~s I have made tn recent 
years. Loyal people , unsel fi sh peop l e , k~nd people, All over the world I have tll,ese 
rrt ends - folk I have never met and never wlll oeet In C'IOSt cases .. Yltlo write me heart
warntng letters Ml.l ch bring ire the Jot, the warcth, th e splrtt or Christ.ms , all the year, 

ft' wish for you, r.t, chuns, Is that the bl ess in g, t he sptrt t of Christmas QU' be 
... 1th you all, not onlY lust now at thfs festive season , but all th e year througll, A. 
HeIT)', Hem Christmas$ · 

S,O,S, SAVE OUR S§XTONI 
This non th the Sexton Blak e Library will appear In a new roraa t , rather after the 

sty l e or th e ma,ga.ztnt AAGCeT. Ther e will be no Increase 1n the price or the booll: l'lhtoh 
stil l reoalns at th e aodest tlgure ot one shilling per copy. 

Not always has a 'clulflge ot toM!El.t been socethtng to be wel comed. Sooo readers 
will r ecall the ease of th e Gem Men t.he fo rmat was chenged in January 1936. It was a 

atep dONl, the paper lest t.oo much or tts ol d tllan::i. It never seemed quite r ight agatn. 
Things are lilUch dtrterent In the present c33e ot th e s.B.L. The new presentat ion 

should cake the t!IDOUs book welcome to a much larger c t rele or readers . Yet the thange 
has cl ear}y been made with an eye on old readers~have knorm end loved the monthU, 
tor so long, and th.ls I t.lllnk ts a oatter t or co ulatton t.o the ed it or ot s.B.L... 
ftuir e t s no change ln the name or the monthly; -nur:t>ertng t s t o cany on .'"lthOUC. a 
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break. a has been ra trlY obvious far. s,me tl~.e that the sal es ot the -.:~l oved 
Library have left sooethlng t o be des i red. 'D'le S.B.L. now entera upon a trial period , 
If Its sales do not :tiow a substanttel Increase In Woc:mtng monW , lt ,rill disappear 
entt rel)r . 

1 appeal to all nv J"eatlers to support the new tormt Seiton Blake Library . Sexton 
Blake Is the last • f the rtne pre-war characters to Uve m , In hi s ort glnal setti ng, C.O 
the present ume . the Sext oo Blake Llbr8l'7 began In 1915. It Is 41 11 with ua ... the 
l a.H. ct thet8'tf.Let us try to keep It wit h us . It t s surely an eff ort Nall)' worth making. 

Every month there are t-..o new t s.sues of 8.B.L . at one !lhllllog apiece. Two 
d'llllln ga a c:.onth. It ts not a lot to paf tor so desirable an atm. 

We shall all be glTlng Olrts=aa present.a t o soceone. SurelY In our circle of 
relatives and fri ends, there t a ,oaeone "10 WOUld be deli ghted to receive th e s . s.L , 
NgularlY' 1n th e oonths to come, It ts a convenhr1t W1J1 or g iving a present, too . For 
7/6 the two t ssues wrtll bt malled to any edd~ as for 3 i:ooths; tor 15/- six months' 
1ssues 1 t or 30/ - the Issues for the whole coming year. And tht sli:>scrlptl on departcent 
ot Fleet"8Y Publtcatltns will send a greeting card with :rour glt t. 

We can further help b:y alktng our newsagents to glve Seiton Blake a tri al , md 
display htc on thetr counters. 

Even tr you are one or those who do not caN tor detective or adventur e s tortea , 
we appeal to ycu to back ~ rcwt OlD TUES SAKE. t t avery reader or C9u..r.cTCIW' DIOEm 
rallies l'OW'ld, It will 118te a worl d or dttt e renc e. And :rou "111 be aurp rl aed at the htgh 
standard or r ead.In& matt er tn the grand old SEl~ BLAKE LIBRARY. 

S ,O.S . SAVE Clft 8ElTai. 

~CHWe8ry~'nl~ 0:
1~Wt~ack md White l1ln1trel Showi, the finest r.v. ent ertatru:ient 

tn the world, transte?Ted with equ.al or even greater success to the t.ondoo stag e. I waa 
ehattlng n>eentlY to George IMa , brilliant md worl.,..tamous prooucer end deYtse r ot th t a 
S\.l>erb shollr.l llld he was slg?itng nostalgically a.s he browsed oTer part or the edJt ortal 
coll ect i on. •As a bO)' 1 used to have thee all • Negnet, Gem, Popular Md tile r est ,• sat d 
George. 

And before he left the editorial ot rtce he whispered to me: • r had a very , nr:r 
wam spot ln i:w-hean tor the Nelson Lee. • 

A HAPPY NDI YEAR 
ffie magnlrtce nt cover ot oUr Christmas Ntntier Is speelallY dral'l'I t or this t ssue 

by gttted Henry Webb. It t s a t on,taste ot turth er Joy to come. Earl.Y tn t.he New Year 
CQll ectors 1 Digest will pre sen t a splErldld ar ti cle on Tiger Tim Md Ule Bruin Boys by 
w.o.G. Lotts. It ensures a Happy New Year t or all . 

flit EDITOR. 

WANTED:-St ory Peper Collect.or No. 51. J.lso volumes 1 and 2 or s. P .c. 
T.""ovfJulnl., 99 SHW'MD ROAD, TRU?fINC'l"OO, CA11lfUOCi£. 

!!!I!§ ot S.0.L's and Pre-war FU11 MS , pl ea:ie . J. HAflST'Ol, 168 ND' ROAD, BURTCN~-TREHT. 

~ Populars, Nelson Ltes , triton Jeck.a. 38 ST. Ttms ROAD, PRr.STCtf. 

~~~-~·~~· H~t:e~:' e~~; ~ 1¥~ 01~0~ 1~~; t!o:X-~~~a!~t~ 8s~;;~, ,:.:1~ 
tnt eres t e4 In Xmas nUcilers or s.o.L. N.L. Gee and Magnet. 
BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH EKWIIY, REYKJI.VlK, ICD..AND• 



1bere w.lB that eno-ot -t enn feeling to break~ at th e olose or teno. 'J'he 
in the a tr i n the Lofter Fourth Fom at ·perlOcl tn between was devoted to hard 
Slade . In l esa thm'l a week the school work , ,rtth. th e e:zceptlon or the week nec-
tllOUld be break ing-up t or the IZhrtstaa.s essary .to get accltoat l sed to a t orthcoa.lng 
vacatio n; th e end or term exactnat l ons halt-tern holld ar and the "eek necessruy 
had l ong ended, l eav ing ln thei r wake a to get over that halt-term holiday. 
mtld t nta-ea t as to 'ftu1t the res ult s woul u ttr. Buddle, th e Da;St er ot the Lower 
be ; tor the p...,11., or Slade , almost to a Fourth , ftlo also taugh t Englhl h to oilier 
tW'l, it wa.a a period of i:erklrc ti me. f ort'IS, wrus a can o.ut 1n a dtrt erent JIIOO.ld 

That pecul iar apath)' 'lllhteh desoends trc:c Hr. Dr-8)'ne . ?t-. Buddle "as acute]¥ 
upon ,choo l s durin g the closlni weeks ot conscten tl oua m d reall,y beltned that ht a 
term was evlc.ttnt In Slade now. E'Y'en the pupil s should be nt th e fr very best In the 
CJ&Sters ltad not escaped It s l etha.rglo ol ostng we~ or term. With sud\ a beU et 
l!Pill, ~ t hOu&h i t at tacked soot roare than at his heart It was quite emaztna Cb.at Hr. 
others . Hr. Drayne, 'fltlo led or was led BUddle had escaped dUodenal ulcer s . tt 
b)' the Third Form, always boasted tha t lt "88 not auJI Blr l ng tha t , as tbe end or 
t ook his boys t wo weeks to settle dOMl o.t tem drew near . Hr. Buddle ' s te r981" becan 
th e beetmh"C ot ttnn and then tW'O weeka : t ar t, h i s pattm .a aore tra;red , end bJ s 
,.,,,.,..,.,,...., __ ,.,,,_.,_.,._,_ ,.,..,,,,,.,_,..,,.,,.,,.,, .. ,..,.,.,,.,,.,,.,,,..,,.,.,..,.,,..,,wmw"'"""""'"'""''-'""'"" '···""'"'""""""""-' """· 
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nervous q steo oore severety trted. •I accept that , Brazenbeen. In v te" · 

so , although end-ot- tenn dl"'owslness ; ot f OUl' abysael lazln u s and :rour limited 
"as c>1ldent acong the puptls ot t he Lower i bra.In C&P!Clty, It ls .90mtthlng to Und t hat 
Fourth at Sl ade that aomlflil, It rwnct no : you have re called the gist or a r ew ot th e 
rdl ect.lon tn th e i::iaster or that dtrrtcu n i tems used by Shakespe are , Be Hated , • 
ton:i. Hr, Buddle "8s a "1.ale on dut y. : Bra.zenbenn . e ·~~ed with re llet and sa t 

'Pilgri m, reelte l• r apped Hr. Buddle . ; down, 
Pt lgrlc s tood up to Neita from •ttered l thl' sa id nr. Buddle , 

cer.cr,<. He was a'I average scholar , bUt he , PJlgrtct s anxiety 1nten.sltled, t11re-
was also the keen capta in or Lo"er School i d l tb seldom ~one 11'1 class, at 8l'(r' r ate as a 
~ ort s at Slad e. There MlS still one tlX'"" : scholar , but on the righ t wing he '6S tn-
ture t o be played on th e footbal l pitch i d i spen sabl e to Pllg.r tot a tea:i on Wedne ada, , 
before ten:,,omd - an lq,Ortant one .. and : There MN occas ions ,dlen th e Lower Fourtb 
Pll grl o dtd not int end t o r i sk det entl cn \ found Heredlth vas t }1' ent ert aining In cla ss . 
fal.llng to htn tor Wedneadw attem oon. Re : P Ugr lo hoped Sialnat hOpe that t ht.s was nci 
hoped that al l t he Cletlber a ot hts t eac WQ:" .d l one ot t hose oocaalona. Hr. BUddle, lik e the 
be equal ly CSN tul . : great Q.leen, dld not l ook ln the mood io be 

Pll gr lci r eclt ect ! u:EIJ.Sed, 
• niy wish •as tat.h er, HarTY, t o tha t 1 Herecltth ro se to hi s teet . There was 

th ought. l no guil e tn tho se hones t, Innocent bl ue ~es. 
I stay t oo lon& by the e, I weary the e. : 1 fh1 thoughts are wetl ' onnowiced 
Dost thou ao hunger tor t'.G' ~'Y i Heredl th. 

chair. . Stifled chuckle s sounded ell onr the 
That thou wilt needs Inves t thee with l room, They dled away as Nr. Buddle• s brows 

otne honours : knit te d cclnousl.)t. 
aero re U11 hour be ripe ?• I •Hered lthl ' said ttr. Buddle tn a deep 

• Goodl' said Hr. Buddl e. •very goodl J vo ice . 
You may be .seated, Pllgrlml Brazenbean, ; ' Tes , si r, I ' m try i ng to N!lllGer . 
cont lnue l• 1 Thou N.St N'l.etted _. 

Br8Zenbtan ro:ie to his teet, rubbed 1 Neredlth pawied, l ooked up at the 
hi s Ut t.l e siub nose , an:1 screwed up ht s I eetltng, and lleked hi s Ups . Sever al li.oN 
eyes In an ett orr. ot oeoory. 1 t a i nt thuckl es s CUlde4 In the c l as s. Ptlgr l l:'l 

•o tcoltsh youth •• • • sa id 111". &Jddl e. : gl ared rolild tn exaaper At l on. Hr. Buddle sat 
• r•ci not rooush, sir. Jl o 3ust : ln stooy silenc e. 

try l ng t o recec:t er .• : Nom ally Hered lt h waa an artist, ·He 
ni.ere was a t1'ter tn the class . It j kn ew lus t how t ar to ao. On th t s occas i on , 

d i ed away as a teroctous gl eEC shot tnt o tu-.: enoouraged by ihe felnt m t gger .t and the 

~~~:, ~ es. P11'rl c looked r oond · ::.inn~~l~ e:: ~~:c,~:~ ~~8 a:;::l'Y de-

. •Fooll sh• sa i d ttr. BOOdle , ' would be He lifted a h6'd and bl'"ushed back hls 
a euphect s:i tt appli ed t o ycu , Bruenb e.in. mop or aolOOn ha ir. 
I was procptt ng you, crass boy . o , . ' Thou haat lllhetted _. he satd e&At n, 
tool tsh youth - • ! enunot attng each word wtth stacc ato ett eor.. 

' A happy smil e onr spread Brazen- ! Thwi again , as though atrlTlng t.o runillt>er , 
beant S plci,).y Tl sage. i be gazed up a~ th o oetltng. 

•o , yes, a ir , thlf\k you, s ir.• . The chuckle s wer e oore pronOl.llOed, 
He pltq:ed on: j ETElfl Ptlgrl.CI •es grlnnt ns. 
•o t oollah r outh l Thou aeekest th e J l't'. BUddle ro se t o hh te ei . Aa his 

greatneu IJl'hleh will overpowe:r you _. l &leactns e, es swept the t oro the gr tns 

:~==~~;o ~e!;nf~~: ·;~a:'is ( Tent ~~i:::~~~e~ . Buddle soft ]¥ , 
di e , you ~v e s; al ed up t\Y e.q:,ec.C.:tions , you ! • t or now a tJoe Is come to CIOCk at toro.• 
have a thousand dagger s tn your th ought s _. j HeNdlth s'8Nlel at hi m 1.Mooene].y . 

111", Buddle s ighed. j •Oh, no, s ir. th!.t coce.s furth er on, 
: 11 0 i,.ire.• 

. .,,,_,,,.. ______ ,,, .. ,,,.,.,,.,,.,H .. lm"""'""-" '"'"'"""'""""•,l/rl'l,_,.,,,,.,,,. .. ,,, ....... ,,,1 .... 11,,1""""'"""'"'"'""""'''' '""'""'" """"'""''• 
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• QJ.tte so , Heredlth . • aa ld Hr. . •suecu, t1eredttl'll• roared 11r. 

BUddle with tt end t sh:gaitalltf. 'I t cOC1es : Budd.l e . He had eat d0111'11 but be leaped to 
rurther oo as 7ou are m ll awaN. But tbll j hl s t eet egatn. • I will not hear 7w now. 
quotation 11 apt. For are you not mocking : I !t1 not surprt&e<t that you haw ~red 
the tom or whldl you an a di shonourabl e [ now that retrlbut tcu has overtakeo you, 
I*l'lber'? Are you not_. 111". BUddle•s : but It t s too late. Too latel I decli ne 
Tolce rose . •AN you not t.lOCkln& ... · to hear YOU. Tola" t t ce has paa,ed &• 
actual l.Y mocki ng - your tortH11Cat er? 1 : Nr. ~ l e spoke with a Cl,9JestY and 

•Me, str'1 Tou, s t r'? Ha ooeklng you, : bi ttern ess lll tch woul d haw done CNdlt to 
sir? Oh, no, s lrl a• s Just that I'm no : Henry the Fourth hkiaell. 
good at l earning 8h8kespeare, s ir. I.an• t i Haredt t.h, tn hts tum , "as under-

. ft al'fful , s t r? I ju s t ean•t l earn Shake-- : studYlng th e repentant llld tearful Princ e 
spCore , sir. I oan read the' pl ay , s ir, i Bal+ His gmtle blue eyea were pl eading • 

. with real re l1 1lh slr , but I ca,tt leem the : •Oh, pl eas e. st r, ltt Cl8 SaY tt . 
ltn ea. • ! l"1 r:t8JOI7fs a b l t ero ti c • s tr. You prot'l)-

•YoU havfl! had u e,ct].y Ma week tn : t.ed ce , and ttt s 811 oa:,e back . I ean•i 
tflt~ to 1eom th at raoous seecl:I of Xlnt : be detained on Wednesday , sir . I•c 
Henry the Fourth , ' so ld Hr. Buddle bitter]¥ . ; pluytng f ootball • s tr "" the l ast Q.Qt.clh of 

-ClenrlY you have ceaa no eff ort - no etrort ; th e t-erc, sir ~ 
at all - Do l earn tt. I wil l not be j •Hal• said Hr. Buddle , sti ll par
moeted - t repent t'IOCked - In Cl)" o,in rem - : tore. Ing Herry the Fourth. •You have al 
rooc , 11eredtth . 1b1a collese breaks qi 1 ready Pla.Yed your l ast oatcl') of the term, 
ror the Olr l atllas vacat i on on Frlda, next, 1 Ner«litll. On Wednesday next J OU will be 
but t.odav It l s only Honda)r . I ~ deter- 1 ln <tetenttcn tro~ t wo t i ll r t ve - or at:r: -
oJnOO th ac bet.ween now ond frlda)' next you l or seveb ot olock It necessary . Slt do111n 
tl1811 all do credit to e'ftl"f mster who baa I am be s1lm t1• . 
tnstnic.ted yoo throughout · th t .s t em •• ln ; •str&• It was Ptlgrt r:t now. He 
the cloa tne (1.a;ys or tem you should ell j atOOd ~ thW&h :1e felt the effort hcpe-
be at your very best. · And _. tt. . Buctdle ( l ess. 1fWe need 11eredtt.h, si r, on wecze,.. 
tlumJled his deak . •And you ~l bel You J day. Wet re pl sy tng st . ttarttn •s• Pleas e, 
hear oe? You SHAU. be&' : st r, oould you nog Hered:U.h instead?• 

11eN!d.1th stood with h i s hands at bi s · t1ere<11th l ooked at hi e lncUgnanUy, 
sides , h11 eyes dotllloast . [ but Gan:ian9la)' Sld sev i:ral others t ook qi 

•I itlal l wast e no turther tlce on : the chorus . · · 
you, Hered l th,• aald tt- . Buddl e . · ' Pl eas e "f ] og Hered lth t air , ~ let 

'<ll• 11r1• htc play f ootbal l on wecmasaa1.• 
•No furthe r t lme at all. You will • Hr. Buodl e• a eyes gli tt ered over 

be detained on Wedneada:r eft ernoon . You . th e a.l oss . 
will come t.o thts t onrt'1"00m and Rrlte ) •snene el I will not ·n og Hered lth. 
out thl s gl orl ou., speech or Henry the \ To do so wrould be to exhaus t oe u,e l ea.slY, 
Fourth "1.tch t could reolte befot'e I waa : fer no atrdc es or the cane would penetrate 
et ,it years old . You will write It cut bis thick md naus eatllli *I n. 11eredlth 
fi n tlriMla, Nered l th , dld you will then ts d et.ilned · on Wjc!Des.day artemoon s• 

,not be al l owed t o leave the foro--rooo unt il 'Ob , slr, th e t ootb all t si r _. 
you can r ecit e It t o oa ,rlthout. one r:itstake. •IP saJ d Hr. Buddle oa tnousl)'• •8'11" 
Enoughl Be seated , Heredlth & CarmanswaY, obscene boy cakes turther oent lon or tooc-
procet'd&' Hr. B\ISdl e waved his hand tn th e ball lri thi s rooc th.la wmtna . ttl:e entire 
atr , thJs dtsilsatng the subject. olas s wtll be aetalned on Wea>.elda:y,• 

Gan>an.ffflO' rose to his reet , but _No obaoene boy oede any turth er oentt oo 
Heredlth did not .att down. Hla bright• or footbal l ln Pt-. B\rJOlets ton,--roa:i t hat 
boy l~ r ac e WM th e picture or woe. uom lnt • 

. • oh, str , I can reciet'Oer It now. • • • • ••••• 
It' s all comi bad( tom , sir. th ou ha.st 
lltletted on tl'l1" s tony- heart , to stab at half 'You stupid , hcn'l ct,.o.tnded 11\tle 
m hour or ~ Ut e _. : pfg1 1 said PtI.gr t ci. 
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•C11, • tp ltl Tbe Guql ptcta on r.el• 

uunt ed Her td l eh, 11Jlktl.)'. 
Homlna claaats weN o-na- end th e t.wo 

boys were •tro l ling "°&ethe.r tn U'lt mtsi., 
Cl ose. Heredtth NG.a woeru1, Pllgrlc: a 
ptotun of hnN exaspv-atton , 

•You had to pick th i s DOtnln&, ot all 
tl mea, t o ne ttl e th e Ciq&• sa id Pll .grl o In 
dt aeuai.. •Tou'N W81'1)ed\ 1'!\et' :s llt\att a 
Che ciatter wtth you& Youtn -..rpedl• 

Herecll th grlMed faintly. 
1 tha O\lq) oade a sU.tln & t.qet. , I 

coulaltt rutst It . • He wrlntled h i s tlrom. 
•You kn°" oe, Ptl, I never 1tve up hope , I 
eight be able to ,.,rt lt . • 

PltgrlD ataNd at hlcl . 
•Row could you poaatbl.y Mrt t r?• 
•Well _. Ker a :Uth drew h la aobool 

mfthr a littl e el oaer rotm bl.s Uv-oat, 
•You reoea> er l aa t terr:!? 'nlie Cuci, bct'1ed 
ce tor th e crtdtn a&al nst SUt.hel"Cy • but I 
play ed In lb e 6nd, I 'IIOl'ked th e u-ael e , • 

Pllgrl c ,aorted, 
•rou bl acktla tled htcl It you think 

100 could get :Jlttf/ with it krl ce,, you•re 
even wett er thm you l ook ,• 

Meredith chuekl&d aof t l.7, 
•t•n 10 108 to giv e the Ci\l:ll a artsic.as 

prwunt , • 
•;., Cllriat:'llll pres ent?• PU&rl m C8I.B t o 

a atMdstUl, end gaped -. hll ccq1anlon 
Ulrouah th.e c l at . • Le1t tlce )'QU black 
CW:t.lled bt a - mi. tl lfAI you thlnlt you ~ 
bu:>' hlr.. You l~ atte, It ~uld never lflOl'1t • 

•r ou think U\e Cq wouldn't accept a • 
Chrlstm, preaent troc 0 1n • 

I ~~,~· ~~ =.ii!: ::1!b!~ld man 
i He"dlth sillid ln&enuoual)'. 
I • u ~ old 111111' tan•t there,~ 

l'b::qt wil l be . Won't that bt n lcel • 
PIJ.v lD .tb.ook. hta h1od tn despair, 

and ma, ent.ered ~ acnoo1 bui lding. 
Heredtt.h took po11ess t on or Che t e lephon e 
cabin et Juat within Ui.e bl & doers , and 
llrtad t.lle N CelYer . He dropped penni es 
Into the co in boa:. 

Wtth anxlou.a brow PUgr l c a iood 
Md wat.cbed hie f or a t• moaen,s. Then 
th.e haraase d &kipper of l..ower f ourth genes 
j oined a group of fellow• , and aaunt 11Nd 
~w l t.b tbem. 

ttr-. Bueldlll 11>ent TUeadeY' ne nlng at 
e. club meet:ln& In tl'I& Till age ot .Evera:lode. 
It waa nearing t.en itien be retumed t o ~ 
,ehool ffld entenxl bb sturlY • He turned 
on t.he ll &ht and then cro ssed t.he rooc and 
91flt,ched on his tle oa-to tire . Dheatlne 
hloatlt or hta: overcoat , 11r. BUCklle eaur id 
hta ar1Jolntna: bedr'Ooa and hang the coe.t. 
beh i nd th e door. 'l'ben he returned to Ma 
1tud1 where he expected t.o find a t.h.erco1 
fl ask or cocoa wti.1d\ 11111 tcbool houaek eeper 
4llllll11 l eft t or him on hh table on fl'J¥ 
evenln, 1lben be c ta.aed ,upp er tn tb t , ta rt 
dl ntng -roa:i. 

Hh flatk wa, mere a1 usu al, wlt.h. 
an attmd ant cup and ~cer. Besid e thi 
flask le,y a larae 11blte envelope. 

l't'. Buddle ptck ed Up th e enn104>e 
end nad the lnaortptlon thereon. ...,.tn,n 
In a ch ar round h8'1d wo., t.he tollowlnc: 

•er course be ~n ' t& He•d see 
i.hrou&b your sU~ o tnd at once. r wtd get 
sli '1'l &he bEhtnd os "' 11 u an af ternoon 1n 
bot tl e.• 

•rt th e luck or the neNdlth.a doea not A. &aall Gttt 'tt Sir 
deaer-t ne , ti" poatertor will bt wi.e8l"l"'ed _ : wi th be, t wtlhes tree c. neredlth . 
8M I aball not spend WI aturnoon tn bottl ef i "4irry OU-l1tca1 Hr . &ddl e . 
aa ld '11redlth al.rt]¥. He Jertced , ooe l ooae ! 
chm,: e tn::c:i hla pocket am 1011Med It. · Hr . 800dle Jn.lJ)tld "1th Mnoyanc e. 
'Lend oe a coupl e or copper, , p 11.• ' What an abYaDallY atte, Id boJI ' be 

'What for'/~ Ptl.grl o drtW aneral otlNM'ed aloud. 
i,enntea t roc hla pocket Md pan ed th ee t o Ke pcured out a cup of atem::ilni 
hh trtend. coooa Which he ploced on tbe low table be-

11 8'! goi ng,• 1ald Nerecltth , • to ring 1tde bt a ll'DChaJr aca tnat Cbe ttre. Ttlen 
up cy old oan . 1 lllal l r evers e the charges be took up t he la rg .i white en-nlop e again 
but I 011ed th e copper-a to get the F.xchance. .and sat dotl'I In t,be aJ"DCtl;at r. 
l'1Y old ru1 11 going to aend ot "tbi ouc:c,•, Once more Hr. Buddle aoanned tb& 
O'lrJa tmaa pres ent:. • Insc r i ption In the boyllh hand. 

•rou •r e right up the pol t l • g,itt ered 'Rldtculou, youth&' 1:11nerec1 11r. -- ·-- .... -~--~-.. ~---M·•-·-·- ·-·----·- • _M ______ .. ,., ..... ·---·~·---•"-·-" 
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Buddl e. • Inane adol eacent ,• f :•n,,e tt, stery o r tb e PBtnte d Rood' . It 

He dropp ed th e en..-el ope on t.he fl oor . · was desr l bed ft.S a 501()()(),,.wo f'(l ctrt stoas 
~ tag , h • 1t pped ~l s cocoa. Repl acing at.cry or TOD Heni & co . ' 
th e eup , t n t.he ltllCer , tr . Budd.l e address ed Yet aeo.ln tt- . BUOdle addre aa ea 
th e buat of Shakes peare on, U\e U\ tt1..:.p1e C(). Shm spe8l'fl1 bust . 
. •Ob1't oUSl.Y a subte rf uge by a etmntne: •Ao '1 doing thn t gross bay &n tn-
l ad' A trt clt t o esce,pe hl a deten c.ton. What luatt ee? :, i t poss i bl e tha t he haa 
aud:ae lty l WhU b.&Nfaced audaci'Q' l I will been coved by th e sptr tt ot ll'lrl st ma8? 
re wrn tt to h!E!l unopened.• Cm I accept · tht.a wondert Ul boOk ln t he 

Nr. Bu«l l e ts ni shed his cocoa . fie ci trt t wt t:11 Jll l ch lt · he.3 been gh en to 
y&Sled. Onoe agai n he .gnm~. Cnce aa a ln Cle? • 
he p t oked up Ula larg e ftl lt .e envelope . Tbe buat of Shak espe ar e l ooked '"'rTY Cbr l atllaa,. tr . Buddl e\ ' he re nd . c:IJ.bl ous. 1'tle Q"ele ss socket s did . not 
aloUd. 1 • t ll cker, 

Re wondered Nlat the em el ope cont.nln ed.,\ • I 'MJUld dearJ.y l ovo to re ta i n th is 
There O-Wld, ot C<lUI'So, be no hanl - no l oH · aq>ert, oopy. Coul d I • in al l cUgntty, do 
or dtgn lty - l n opening lt . aoi • · Hr. Budd.l e shook h l s head lnvoluntarl ]y . 

Slow]¥ ' ttr ;Bmc1 1e ln'serted his 1 No, a thoosand t l oes , no& I ero l d not 
thUti> ln th e fl ap of the en1'el ope and pr is ed · accept a Chrls tce..s present trca Heredt th 
tt open. He dNw out t he contebts ! wi thout GOll(l.(ll llng hi s de tt ntt on t or to-

tt was a ccw of th e Geo. Hr. swictle · colT'OW afternoon . 1bot :revol t i ng bOJ ls 
kne,t th e Geia well. Fer a l crig ti ce now Hr. ·"KUll tJ ot a heinous scheoe . He ~ not 
Bud<lle had teo etved the Gee n gular]¥ . aacceed. Diaclp l lne w st be ca inta lned. 
Htdaen wtth tn hh 'Tl oe:B' 1t was ddtverecl Thi s Chrl stc:IBA g lt t mst be returned t o 
t o him bJ' h t s nefflag ent every Wec:tneadeY h tn. • H:r. Bud:Ue .st&hed• cl o&ed hts 
m6rnJ.n&. Hr• StXkll.e resd , enJQ1'ed , and eyes, tlKI tl.lr'tl.lre(l: 
l oved th e: Cea. ti. wa, h l 1 secre t shame. ttr. •a,, cal oolt y&• Oh, di sas ter &• 
Buddle hod au$ected more ULM once that He opened hi s eyes again • adjus t ed 
Meredith knew hh secZ"et . Heredt t.h had a h1s ~ec t acl es , ood re gord ed th e r.ec. A 
W.aY ot tlndlnl out · thlnga . thought oc.curf'ed to M m. There wos no 

But tl'l.l s copy ot th e Oeci ' "1th best reason at all ilhy he shc,Jld not re nd, 
"t she1 trca c. Neredtth' "as somethi ng ex- Mf • th e tt r~ chapt er - . 
ceptt onal . It was a Geo aoong Gees . It IT. Buddl e drew h i s di ntr a li tt l e 
was such a CGPY as Nr. Boodle had never eloeer t o the t i re , settled ht c,e lt 
seen bef ore. · It "88 a huge i s sue. It had h.t>Pl lY, and s tarted to reoct. · 
a gorg eous coloured cover. Across the tcp tt was o wcndcr tul atccy. Too 11eIT)' 
ot th e con r were the won:I OIRISfflAS 00081.E and hla fr iends had gone to £Ast wood 
fflER . HOWie a.s th e gues ts of Arthur Augustus 

• Goodness cr oelous&• wn::ured Hr. DtArcy for airs.stma a. But Lord Ee.at.wood 
Buddle. . th e t P.ther or Arthur Auau3tus , had VM-

I t ."as tl'\llf o i;tagnlt loe.nt Issue . It I.shed. Had he gone or ht.l!I ON'I tree wi ll , 
au at ened wit h pr is t i ne nemess ss th ough or had 1001 net art ous 11.md eni ·lneered the 
It hod oniy ·rec entl)" Oa:l& tra:i the pri nt i ng. ki dnapping ot t he Ear l? 
raachlnes . But Hr. St.add.la knew enough about A. 70uth nat)Qd Xen- was auspi cious 
the Geo co appl"(!ct ate that tht, · could not be ot . th e but l er , a stou t but ponrtul man 
tho cas e. ltJoh trilter had newed under the ot the ·naDQ· ot Pl lk lngtcri. ttr. Buddle • too, 
br idges si nce th at copy ot t he Ceo was tn SUBpect ed Pi lk tngton. Wi tb ,uc b a probl eo 
th e shq:,s. It Ma a copy ffll eh iKDecrie. Hr. Buddle " as in · hla el ement . 
IC(lt,tiere . Md pn1aerved wt th l oYtng care . Hau-,, q through the •torY, Arthur 

'Hr • BudcUe turned OTer the pogea eJ,oost Augu1tua ·.,c1 al cn e, l at e at ni ght , t n the 
reverent l)'. It ocq,r lsed no l e.ss tbon 52 Painted Roen. ai Che oe111111 wsa sn or-
pages. Mr. 'BudCll e had nel'er' seen a Oec of na te can tn a of Baeclul • tll e god of 'fffne. 
11,1oh caant t ude . As Arthur Auguatua l oolced I.Cl at Bacdala , 

Na tl n 1Shed hi s cocoa. He l eau CI · : he wa.s hcn- lfl ed t o see a glitt er ln t he 
back and gazed at .. the ,.tltl e of t he stol"Y .. - ., ........ l. 11e. o!._,tb e ·tnantmat e .a0d . ............ _ ... .,_ ........... ,, •. _, 
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•tt• .s allve t • panted J.rtlnr 
Augustus. 

?be ne1t oomtng he t.oo h8d dt s
ai,peared . 

•Ciooelleas graoi oui l • bNathed Kr , 
Buo:ile. He l ook around btci nervously . 
nien he glenced at hi s clock. I t had 

' 

turned oldnl ght . i 
Nr. Buddle an.inted, roae to his f eet 1 

SW"ltched orr t.he t tre , made his 111e1 tnto 
the adJotntng rooo and WWlt to bed . He , 
~: •ne H11tery of the Painted Rooc:1' with j 

Jn hh bed, wtth hh hot water : 
bottl e between ht s knees , Hr. Buddl e reed I 
on. Not since he fi rst rM!t Toa NelT'I & CO i 
In a storY called •Batr l ed" had Nr, BUddle : 
enj oyed h tnselt ao ruch, j 

It wu balfoopaat cne 'lllhen Hr, BUddle , [ 
ttred but CQflt ent , ftntshed reodln g th e 
sto !')'. He had thorc;.uahl.)' siJoyed hlose lf , 
He lighed, c l osed the psper, and l ooked 
at Ute p1ewre of Arthur Augustus In the 
slnistsr Paint ed ROOCI on the cover. 

•1 would,• cmwred Hr. Buddle , 
•o ear l.)' l ove to reta i n t h ts wcnderful 
st<ry, It cannct be. Di sc ipli ne 1111st be 
t1ai ntatned,• 

He placed 1The H)rstery ot the Pain ted \ 
Rooc" on hl s beds ide table, • Itch ed otr 
th e 11ght,i md nest led down t o repo se , 

Alter so Cl>Ch enjo)'Dent IT. Buddl e 
fe lt ktndlY di sposed t owords Nered ith of 
Slade , But rsr. Buddte• s mind waa tlS(le 14>, 
Heredtth•s airtstm.s gir t was a deep-l at d 
scheoe t o a,o ld dl ,ctpllne and Hr. Buddle 
was deterci tned that, for once , NEredlth 
was not goi ng t o get aW8'¥ with It . 

!?le next oornlna Hr. BUddl e r ose at 
senn , A.Her pert omlng hi s abl ut i ons ancl 
dresstng he placed the preoto us Double 
Nucber of tl\ e Ceo In lt s '111:llte envelope. 
The Whi te ennlop e he depos ited on tbe 
t abl e of his aw:ly. 

11'1.en, as was bis custoc, ttr . 8uddle 
went for a brisk walk In the rills~ Close, 
ttr. Buddle enjoyed excellent heal th, an:I 
he ftttrlbu:t ed that faot to the l ength¥ 
pereo bulatloo flhich he always under t ook 
before breakfast, ra in or shin e, 

At eight o•cto ck the breMtast bell 
rsi.g, Md Hr. Buddle mde his ~ to Ul8 

d ining ball t o enjcy h ls OMl meal and to 
a1pervtae hts fore i n t.he enJoycieni of 
thetr 1. 

BNakf as t over, Hr. BOO<lle rose t o 
his feet , 

•You may dispers e,• he sa i d ge nt allY . 
1 Neredlth, You will rma ln,• 

Wlth a ....o)att er the l.oWEr Fourth dtir 
persed , with the exception or 1'1eredlthe That 
angellcrlook lna 10uth stood ln hla pl aoe 
balf~aY dO'Ml th e l ong dining t abl e. 

•c oma here, Neredlth' sa id ttr . Buddle, 
Mered i th went there , and Hr. Buddle 

re garded h im th oughtfully, It seeoed to
pcas lble to believe that behind t.h.ose honest 
blue eyes OOul d be eroooa ll e tearsi th at 
beneath that cus of golden halr there 
could be a brain WOrtllY ot ttachlanllt. But 
Hr, Buddle knew his Meredith - or th ought 
ha d id. 

' Last evening, Neredlth,• sai d Hr. 
Bucidle, ' I f ound upon tlle t abl e tn m)I' stu d)' 
M art i c l e lffll ch you swear t o have Intended 
as a Chrlstaa.s pre sent t or ce, • 

Neredlth sclled . 
•res, str. I hope you U h It, s ir. 

I wish you a very NelT)' Chl"lst'.06S, s ir . • 
''"'8nk you, Nered lth.• Hr. Buddle 

fl'Ollll'led upon th e golden-ha. Ired youth. •Jt 
was a kindly thought I ao 5UJ"e 1 Herec:Uth• 
bUt t t 11 qul t e trc>es.stbl e tor a f on:r 
master to accep t a atft froa a pUptl even 
at Olrt stlila& tl oe. • 

1 C.h1 s lr l 1 Deep ·sadness came int o th e 
clear blue eyes . Ttlere woa a wealth of 
dt sappolntan t in his 'fotce . •ch , s i r,• 

"Q.ltte tt11oss ibl e&• repe ated Hr, 
Buddle fln:ll.f, 

•1 under stmd , .sir ,• sa ld Meredith 
110Ul tul1Y, •I knew, of c:iurse 1 str , that 
you would not suspect ce of en:, t nt erto r 
oottve. I oean, str, that Just because I 
gave you a tiny O'lrl st.maa present, 1 dtd 
not dre ec t or one c:ilwte that you would 
U'ltnk )'OU hnd t o l et ce oft det ention t.hts 
af t ernoon, sir.• 

1 1 st'ruld ,• satd t1r. Bw!dle. •be averM 
to l'ISpeettng any boY In a, form of 
cht CMery, • 

Heredtth stgherJ. 
•Jou would ha 'fe l oved t hat at.on', 

s lr . I wt sh you could have read It , s tr. 
Did you read tt, s i r?• 

Hr. Buddl e olea.t'8d hla throat , and 
1tl rTed m eas tl.)' . 
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•t ar:i a bws, C11U1, tterecUth. t MYe ( tt.• 

bUt llttl e ti me and lltt le t a, t e t rr 11&1'-t : Hr. Buddle eoq>r essed hl s Ups . 
Ut erai.ure.• 1 1 see, s ir. • 

•ot COUl"se , s 1t1• Herec:21t11 Sltled . The boy ,$0k.e tn ~ed tooes. Hr, 
br ave].y, t hougtt h i l 1Moe ent blu e e,ea : Buddle ·found sar:ieth1ng Tague}¥ dlsturt, Jng 
were moist, • 1 expect t tball be the aa:,c j tn t.he accus ing gaze troa th e honest. blue 
Jlhm I II'QW up i tke you, slr, Md read\ : eyes. 
a,dUltery __. l Re bNathed hard "Ith inten se nut lon . 

'What&' i ltt4!r a. tDJent he sa td: 
•tt stands to re asoo , 1l r, • DJ1"DlNd l •Go to t he housekeeper•s rooc., 

tterecum . [Nered ttl'I , and tell her that S1 err.-elope hsa 
•The word )t)U wi sh to uae Is adult- ~ been reooved troo CO'" studY t abl e, You 

hoocr .;. er po1.stb].y sdul tn ess ,• S\aA>ed Hr. l aan desortbi: the envel ope, Ask ttr s . 
Buddle, i Clev erton to enqut.N a.a to ttl ether one of 

-r es , s it' , t•ll remerrtler, s tr. In \her st.a.tr nay have t aken lt e,,a:1 tn error. • 
PS'i¥ case, )'Ou couldn ' t have re ad th e s tOI")" •r es , s tr. • 
air . I i,ean to aQ , atr , You wou.ldn' t Neredtth sped or r down th e oorrtd or , 
read 8 Oirtstmas pres ent end then g1n lt , IT . Buddle a:laneect at h b c l ock . It wa, 
back~ .str -" l near lns tt oe t or riom tng c l e.ases . 

•QJtte &• aa fd Hr, Boodl e. He bl ushed . ; Ten olnutea l a t er Hu-edtth Nturnect. 
•1 appreciate yoor k ind thought , f1ered tt.h • . !He oac:ie ecpt)'""'handed. 
and there the t.at t er oust end. You will ! •Hrs. CleTerton 8flY• that Agnea 
n<:ft follow CM1 to ~ s tud)', and I •111 re- ! tled..e your bed aoo& tl oe ago , sl r , but 
tum yoor Qlr t ataaa gltt to you .• 1 Agnes says· .!Ile only brought 8.'lfaY IOl:l t 

Hered t th f oll owed Nr. Buddle to that ! ru bbtllh rroo yotr rooo. It went Int o th e 
gentl ei:oon•s at.ud)' . • When Hr-. BUddl e ent ered i ln c tnerntor , s i r.• 
tho roOD he caroe t o a SWcten stop - so . •I/ha t l obee!ll tY\ 1 Yapped Hr". 
smcten ' 'QJ.4t Hered l th colltded wi th his t oJ""Do i BWdle. •t pl aoed the enn lope on cv t able -
master-ta renr.; . ) S'\CI now It has gone. Sooeb ody has reooved 

ttr. Bld11• had pl ac11,d th e large ! t t.• · 
tflltt envel ape on hls table t o a,watt hta · Meredith stood In silence , hi s t aoe 
Nium. It wa, no l a,ger tll ere. 'ffl.e sur- expNaslonless . 
t ace or the table atlooe wUJi. po llm tlut 
wtth nothing else . j • tt appears , Neredtth , th at I sc. 

In the doorwq Hered l t.h stood wttb i unabl e t o Nbrn t.o you the cow of the 
ht s hands behind hto. ! perlodto ol. which you wi shed to gtv.e ae as 

' IT. BucNl• l ooked ll'lder th e t.e.tlle; l a Y\J.le ttde g ttt .• · · 
he scanned bi s bookaheln s; he gl anced ln- · .. 1 see , str .• 
to ht s tlureN.l. With a &runt ot aMOYenee ~dlth spoke resputtul)Jr. 
he ffl!.ndeNd round th8 rooo , lifting i ttr. Buctilv•s 'Chagrtn got th e better 
cwblons , sortln& OTlfr l oose paper s , ; ot hl c . 
aearchlng behind cbnlrs - tlut al l to no : •You 8N an utterl,J Bbaurd boy , 
avaJl. Thin ,as no stgn of t he l.erge i He:recUth. Tour l ntentton or gtvlng' 701.K' 
,tile. enn l ope conta tn tng •nie ~ st..ery of / ron:i-oaster a Olrtstma s pNnnt was r tdt-
th e·Patnced Rooo. • j aulou., burtoonery . You haft placed oe tn 

Fro'llrll ng dal'UY ?T, Buddle lllhl aked ! an tnto l ernbl e po.st t ton .• 

r1at~h~ =·tia!/~!\~~ :::;:• j ln --~!ci!nnOCS1t blue eyea were raised 
For a rx:cent he .stood st aring 8" i a"r• I •t:1 ;orry air, pl eaae f org et tt. .. 

Neredt th. There was a pink 1Pot on •&Oh j ai r . ~ It waa only a VeJ7 S,\8.ll gift ln eny 
ot Nr. Buddl•'• oh~ k bones. Ntr«tJth 1 &e.Se atr . Aa J"OU' n l oat l t , you can •t 
N& erdtd hlQ -xicienl.1 . j giv e It tieck to oe , a tr . 118¥ I go , please, 

•I placed 70Ul' i l ft on~ stUdY. t abl e l si r? I shall be late ror cl ass.• 
,tien I ldt tht a rooc an hour aco. I t Is · Hr. Buddl e stood In 1ndeo1aton . At 
no loneer here . scoe pei:aon has reaoved ; last be sa id: •You D8¥ ao, . Kared t t.h. 1 . ..,..,._., ............... _ ...... -............ ____ ,,..,,., ........ ., .............. ,, ............ _ .................................................................................... , ............ _,, 
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•n,.n 1ou, sir.• 

tleredlth turned away. Ria he ad we.s 
m"OOplng a little. In th e doont8)' he l ooked 
book at hi s ton:>-aaster. 

Hr. &.l'dle felt hl~ elt lnvl dl OUalY 
plac.ed, He aade up hls c lnd. 

•wat t Heredtth. Do yw think t.hat 
ycu QOuld now reci t e the passag e froD 
Sh!ltespeare l'lh!Clh l s the sibl&et or 
your dE:.tentlon this art emooni' 

•1 oould try, atr.• 
1 C«.Dencel 1 snapped Nr. Boodle. 
Heredlth cca:ie JKed: 
• Thy wish waa tat.her, Hal'T')', to that 

thought~ 
Hr-, Buddle Inte rru pted hto. 
•v ery well, Heredtth, W'lder t.he 

Olrc\JuStanees your det ention this ntt.ernooo. 
ts OMHlle<l. 1 

A smil e or gratl tude ove r spread t he 
br tgM, Ingenuous eOW'ltenance, 

Oh, thd'lk you s ir . How ktnd you aN , 
.111• 

Hr , Buddle u:tracted hi s handt.erchlet 
and ble" h ts nose. 

•tba t will be al l, Nered t th . I think 
you r.e::int well, though your aeUon wa.s c ls
gutded , I appr eolate your thought In 
giving me a O\rtatca.s gif t , You DaY go, • 

So Meredith played In the I t . Hartln' .s 
catch that afternoon , and his eill U.y on Ule 
wing enabl ed Sl ade t o ho l d a r ather hea• l er 
te aci to a one-all dr fllf . 

That evening, before li ghts were 
extinguished In h is doro ltor"Y, Neredlth 
sat up In bed and re-read the l et t er wbl eh 
be had rece ived r~ his cotber: 

* ***** * 

Darltna Ceddle , 

I ac sendln& 7ou thi oop1 or the 
Cea 'ftltdl 1ou wlall t o shcM to your 
pref&ct. You wat t.ake gre at. care or 
t.he paper, tor It I s one which 7our 
faUler •alu es Ter"Y htghl.y. When 7ou 
oooe hor:e on Frtda,y , plac e tt. fl a t tn 
th e bottoo or your w tt-o ase , ln order 
tha t i t 081 not get creaaed 1n arr, "81"• 

tn great has te , darltng , to oatch 
Che poat . 

Tour loving tti:Clste. 

On Friday , 111:len tU". BUCdle wat d'led 
t.he t>oya l eaving tor their OU'tstz:las 
Y8Catlon , tt did occla' to him t<:l wonder 
111hec.her, jus t poas l bl.¥, •The H)rstery or 
the Painted Rood e i ght be J.7tng un
cN ased t n the bot tom or 11eredltht a 
,u t toaae. ttr. Buddle dhclssed Ula 
thought at onee as unworthY. He •as not 
a suc,lolcu s am . 

m.tc FAYNE contri but es 

1 1.ATE SlttD rou..,y,i 
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~ . 900. M, R. Wll.Bai, 100 BROCtt'Ul.D ROAD, (il.AS'.iCM• N.1. 

Bt;>{~.Jf.".: ~J;"'.: i:!·a~:· :.: ~ ~~s1~~·a~~·J.!&:f.'&~a.i:7a~· 
87'4, 871. ass. tfUI. J . PACZHAN, ~ ARCJIDAU: ROAD, F.AST Dl.U'11lf, 1..au::ow, s.t.22. 

~~;~ ~"':1~·~iJ.~r;,.~~, 762, 764, 790, 1aa, 1257, 1264 to 1298. 
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~ CHRl§TM A § QF F ER I 
Fra:i the HW!ltlton l an Lttira.r,, or tll.e London o.s.s.c. 

Librarian - Roger J enki ns , 'Th e Ftrt', Ee.stem Road , Ha1'ant, Hoota . 

'J'he .Hactl tontan Li brary !a prepared t o p6)' 12/6d 88Ch t or good cwtes of the 
t ollowlng book.a: 

HAGNETB - 751, 1004t 10,J , 1029, 10'?, 1078., 1079, ,ceo, 
. ,ce,, 1ce2, 11~ , 1142, 11Q(f, 11so. 

OD13 - 755, 763 , 764, 789, 

ac:HOOLBOYS• GINS ... 12, 20, 36, 42, 60, 68, 76, 84, 132, 
168, 169, 170, 181, 197, 203, 2C6, 251. 

ISOC>-Woc, r ~~r ~x=:• ~~t~~~anse. Adverttaer has S<lD8 Hagne'8 chte tl)' tn t he 

J. TAFFE, 13 antic ROM>, HIQI CRlK>SAU., ~ll{fl3Tffi , a. 

~ Nl.d)er or Boy, • 01ll AnnUals 1900--1940. C'tl1os Annuals 190<r'1940. 3 fOUlli 
~Annual s , J Union Jack AMuab , 6 Chatt 'erbox Annuals, Volumes or But t e.l o Bill 
bd novels. -Boya,t .fr iend l;l brertes, Chal:l)l on Ltbro.rtes, Sexton Bl ll.ke Ll brarl es , Uhton 
J acks 192<>-1930, Vnrtous Aldlnes and Newnes 2d, 3d, and 1,:1 Lt br'Ol'l es, 1d Turptns, 
Hurter or Nel son Lees 1st and 2nd new ser i es, Bl llY Bunter and Toe ?1el'T)' Book.s, 
Buffal o 8111 and vnrtous childre n' s onmals . Puck ooolcs t91o-11 ,. Please 'flr'ite: 
.30 BEDlf ROAD, WYOOHBE t1ARSH, HICH WYca-eE, BlCKS. 

~ Young Dlgland 1906-7. Knock.out 1961, c~ l ete , r.,fnt . All work, No P1a1; 
~l oo the Stee p; JUdd; Il lus ; Brock. Strang Annuals 19211,)_924. c lrla' 

~ I= s!~ . f ~~~!9rt:,~~;~·~~e~ B-lf~=tg~ 1~!74. Magnet \. 

W~ Nelso~ Lee Ltbrar1 e~. ttrs t, second and third new aer i es on).)'. The •Caelno" -
fiiei'Gnrden' - Tbe •Kennel' - 'nl e Or acl e All iwt• !tJrd er Cases by s.s . VWJ. tllne. Please 
B1'f9.,, tull . lnt o.matl on N pr ice, seria l nucber a , condt tt on, etc . · 
NOIINAN~ PRAG?:IELL, 33 BRAE STREEr • LIVERPOOL, 7 • 

~ - Bou,;d vol UD(! Gem 32.lrJl.4, wtthout blue covers , ex. plus . oondl tl on tor la ter 
bo11ld Hagnet1. JJ.ao wanted aoo• bOOACI Dem , Excellent eondttt on on.J.1. 
R. KELLY• 13 SOOTS I DE AVffilE, H ICHA:t:I .. PW , .. L0!'100N, ·E.4. ""'"""'"'"'"'"" "' """"""'' ""H""'"" """"""""'"' 
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BL AKI ANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAJI, 27 Archdale Rood, East 

Dulwich , London, S.E . 22, 

At the moment (16th November) I have not had one s ingl e response 
to my request for material l ast month. I have done my best to "keep this 
section of the magazine going for the past nine and a half years , but I 
have now reached the point where I cannot go on without the necessary 
support , As things are , there does not l eek as if there will be any 
Bl akiana for January - at least, so far as I am concerned, Whether or 
not February will be more fortunate - remains to be seen ! 

JOSIE PACKMAN 

* * * * * 
.!!I...:lm! 

By Walter 'iebb 

Ernie Cart er , in the current issue of the Australian Colden Hours 
l'Jagazine , accepts Andrew Murray as the autho r of S.B,L , No, 142 (second 
series) titled "The Adventures of Speed Mad Camden," Ile is, I feel sure, 
under a misapprehension, despite the fact that this author I s name was 
given in the official li st as published in BLAKIANA (C,D, Ne, 172). The 
actual writer of this sto ry. and of No, 167, titled "The Secret of th e 
Green Lagoon" (also given as being by A. l!uITay) was another Murray -
lliear Joyce, better known as Sidney Drew, N eithe r sto ry is written in 
A. Murray's sty le at all , but they do show a marked r esembl ance t o E.J. 
Murray ' s st yle of diction, 

Regarding the Brooks broth ers, it is obvious when you read the 
stor ies attribut ed to each that they are all the work of the same writ er , 
and those collectors who keep lists of the S,B.L. titles would be safe 
in di sregarding the ". L, H," pe.rt of the name and putting "E.S. Brooks" 
against each title, Clearly, E.S. B. wrote them all, Maybe L, B, B1s task 
was to type them on dictat ion. 

* * * * * 
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Here we present you with a tore--taste or the j (For the interest of 

~::;n:1thtol~ ~~:St~ ~~~ =ton ~lake i Blakiana read ers , here is 
new s.B .I... ts ot tbe popular podlet-book s ize f what Drni e Carter wro t e in 

---------------~--~-=.- . , 
' At:ellPHIKl"ttK 

t:IIHIH T. ,\l!f, 
..,.w. A. 11.au•r 

111°' ,111 sell ; the Gold en Hours Mage.z:iJ'le 
: :~:;-.:: ~~ed No, 5 (June , 1962) , Josie P.) 
prev1oos1Y. •11t is lmown that 
Readers are Andrew Murray passed away 
tnVlte d t o write in 1924 shortl y after his 
t~,!!t e~}~ec~::~ l ast sto ry f or the Union 
opin ions on the Jack was published ent itled 
new s.B .L, "The Si@il of t he Yellov 

* * * Dragon", But , No, 142 of 
the Sext on Blake Library , 

........ ,_, ................. - ........................ 2nd ser i es , dated 3rd. May', 
1928 , entitled "The Adventure s of Speed Mad 
Camden" was published four years lat er, It 
seems t hat t he A, P, hal d sto ri es by Arthur 
Pat t erson for t he UNION JACK which were pub
lished a fev years af t e r hi s death." 

* * * * * 
II), .Q!!!1 f eel ing about these autho r ship 

queries i s that cer tain s t ori es may well have 
been conc ei ved by a di ff ermt person to t hat 
shovn on the officia l li s t - as in the ca se 
of the two Br ooks and two Murra,ys. Indeed , a 
number of us have \}O difficulty in recognising 
the ac tual writ er by his sty l e and dicti on . 
Neverth el ess , t he fact remains tha t hard cash 
was paid t o the person named in th e offici al 
.llil, There fore , whether I like it or not, 
I fe al t hat for r ecord pur poses , I must 
accep t t he person t 9 whom payment was made as L 
being th e credited author of the sto ry , for 
which he (or she) req ei v'!(l that money. 

Incidento.lly , "Mark Osborne" was another 
writ er whose woric appeared long after he had 
died , In thi s case it was in the Sexton 
Bl ake Library , 

JOSIE PACK!Wi. 
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THOSE BUMPER UNION JACK C!IRisit_s NUMBERS 

By Leonard Paokman 

One of th e t hings I l ook foIYard t o at Christmas i s the readin8 
of sane Xms mDDbers of t he U.J. I have already sorted out this year ' s 
• treat • and they are before me as I write. 

Let us take a brief l ook at them. 
We begin wit h the Xms Weck i ssue dated 28 . 12. 1912 . This . i s a 

pink oovered U.J. tit l ed "A Christmas Conspiracy" .and written by W. 
Y.urray Graydon. The cover illustration i s by E.E . Brisc oe. At the 
top of the first peg<> we read: 

"NOTE: The Skipper desires t o dra w his read er s ' attention t o the 
fact t hat "A C't!RlsrMAS CONSPIRACY" has been written expr ess l y for this 
issue of the UNION JACK." 

The inside i ll ustra t ions l ook very inte r esting , am as I cannot 
r emember reading it before I am quite sure I shal l enjoy thi s yam! 

The next is the Xmas Double-Number for 1913. (No. 529, dated 
29.1 1.1 913) , ti tl ed "The Sacred Sphere ." Written by G. H. Teed , this 
sto ry features Yvonne, Wu Ling and Buxton Rymer. The coloured oover 
i s by "Val," and the capti on reads "A. magnificent 80,~ word romance!" 

It will be a real treat to read this exciting yarn again ! 
The third is No. 584 (dated 19.12.19 14), anothe r Xmas Double

Number by Teed - "A Sol die r and a Man". '!'be cover illustration is 
again by "Val" and the story f ea tures Yvonne . 

I couldn I t ask for anyt hing bette r! 
Now we come t o the X,D,N. for19 15 - "Fugi tiv es from Justic e" 

No. 633, dated 27.11 .1 915) . A rea l Christmassy col oured cover by "Va l " 
and another fine Teed yam starring Yvonne. 

The next is what I conside r t o be thl bes t of t hen all . Thi s is 
t he X.D.!l. for 1916 (No. 685, dated 25.11 . 1916) . Thi s story. "The Bl us 
God" I have resd several ti mes, and I am now l ooking forward to r eading 
it once again . Written by G. H. Teed, thi s double- l ength yarn f .;atur es 
Yvonne, Huxton Rymer and Remerton Palmer . The col oured oover i s by 
H.M. Lewis - and a very attra c tiv e cover to ol 

Finally, we come to t ba last twopenny X,D, N. of all , This is 
No. 737 (dated 24,11 ,191 7) titl ed "The Peril of th e Trehernes . • Written 
by E.S. Brooks , this is one of my "purpl e period" s t ories . The col our ed 
cover i s an excel l ent one by Arthur Jones . 

Wel l, by the time I'v e got through that little batch Christma s 
will be over - and then I shal l l ook fo rward to an other dose of t he 
same mixture next year (D.V.) • 

.................... And, nw, ... ,just ... to .warm me. up!, .. I .. am .. about .to .. road ... a ... few .. other .. ,--.. - .. 
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Double Numbers, Maybe the titles will br ing back happy memori es to 
some of the Old Bri!!llde, oo here are the details: 

THE DIAMOND DRAGON (No. 493) , Easter D. N. 22.3 , 1913. Writt en by 
G. H. TEED and featuring Huxton Rymer. 

THE YF:LI.OW SPHillX (No. 512), S.-er D,N, 2 . 8, 1913. Writt en by 
Teed and featuring Yvonne, Wu Ling and !cymer, ~ 

THE CASE OF THE RADIUM PATIENT,(No, 5~J , Spring D.N. 11,4 ,1914, 
Written by Teed and starring Rymer and Yvonne. 

THE DEAffl CLUB (No, 558) , SUl!lller D,N, 20,6, 1914, Writt en by Teed 
and featuring Yvonne and Hamnerton Palmer , 

THE CRDISON PFJiRL (No, 564) , special holiday number , 1 .8 , 1914, 
Written by Teed and starring Yvonne and R;ymer, 

THE VffiGEANCE OF 'mE ELEl'ffi, (No, 599) , Easter D.N, 3,4, 1915 , 
Written by Teed and fe aturing The Counci l of El.evan, 

* * * * * 
THE STOllY OF NIRVANA 
By J osephino Po.ckrnn 

(Reprtnted, b)'" request, tr or.i c. o. No. '57, January , 1950) 

Aa this ls Q)I' t int nnture Into th e tlel.d as a wtter , I hope eny eITOra: "111 be 
overlooked tn QJ enctetrfour to ro l at e t.he •story ot Nirvana. • 

sme of our Sexton Blake tans az-e rather tncl tnec1 to r1d1oule the st-Ortea tn the 
~ION J AO< dealing wlth the at t a tr s ·or Tinker and Ntrvsn a; aJ.t t or r:&'Selt • being at a 
young and lr::c,resstonable age "1en I ttrst n3d tbuo yarns Wl!JY baok. ln 1925, I c:aist 
actctt they were grea t favourites ot c,,tn e, and I can reoelber at t he t loe regre t ting 
very cleeplY th at not.bing core was ever heord or Nirvana 800 her ta:iecltate a.Hoclates 
N.erie and Phtllt pe the Fox. · 

1be Tllol e ser i es cnlY ran t o thirteen rl.lilbera spread O"f'Cr th e per toc1 trco Octobilr 
19ZS to ~cet:j)er 1926 and were written by that Tery t aoous wthor of so t'IMY sexton 
81Ake Yams, ceorge Hactlt oo Teed, ancl were set a&alnst the background of some quite 
excttl ng aaventures , ma,y ot fttlc:h l ed Se.xtm Blake and Tinker to dUterent perts or 
tb e Contlnint . 

In No. 1149 th • series coa:ienced wtth ttie a tt a tr ot th e ~chess ot Rey-18\dt s di AJXln(I 
neokl.806 whtoh had been stolen by Ntrv ma . A ~ prologue ga'te an eptSOde tn Ttnter•s 
earlY bo)'hood 'lltlen he tt rs t net Nirvana, then a &lall child tr a ined aa a pl ckpocket b)r 
ha" elder sister Karl e. Years later , l'tlen Ntr'fana haa beca:::ie a fa:JOUS dancer , tbese t 1'0 
young peopl e oet agetn at the Ball gtvon by the Duchess or Rn,y].a..-x:t, t,µt Nirvana , stil l 
under tl'l.e tntluenca of Horte 1 steals t he neQklaoe, and by using Tt: iker as an uneonactoua r~ 
811¥, lnToln s hto ln all the .sibsequent troubles . However, Tinker • , ooe a ig was to get 

NtrVana owey rran Karle , but untor-ttmate lY she Insi s ted llpOn stoylng "1th her s i ster unt tl 
itte had aolW<I tb e qrstery which ll.llTCUXJed her panntage, 

Tinker kept th i s att3lr seoret froCI Sexton Blake, thinking that no?Jllt11 mcre 9'0Uld 
bf heard rroc Nirvana , but In the next 7am , No. 1150, th o actlvt t l es ot a gang ot 
torsers are troced to Harle , Phllll pe fbe Fox end tlaah Brodf , by f'lnker, and In order 
t o protect Nlrvd\a he had t.o conteu to Blake , btJt, ln th e end Nirvan a waa al l owed t.o go 
tree. 

1!le tbtrd octventure, re l ated tn No. 1156, t ook place in Sl atlY , t hat ! al.and or 
•Nt,, .. NI 00 ... 0/• 0 ............... ~ ............................................ .. .................... NO ... j ............. . . ... ,, ............ . .... .. ........... ... ..... ~ ..... . .... ....... N ..... O, I""""""'""" ... "' •-
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' deadl1 vendet t as , .ti ere once aga in Tlnk.er ~t NIMana, Sld armed ,rlth W knowledge that 
ber asaoet at es were aleo on the Isl.an!, he waa ai>l e to help Sexton Blak.e break th e 

·Tindet.t.a or the Bellaoe t8C'l1)1, ot tlbcD Philli pe was a Dl:lber . U. was during t.hls p eriod 
that Nirv ana real i sed j ust Whai Tinker cieant t.o her 61'1d that he was t["flng to help h&r 

~

l!lta.f f l'OCI Har t e; but always th e urg e t o dhoover th e t nit.h about her parents 'fl:I.S 
tron& , and Ntrvsna ata,yed on with Harl e. 
No. 1159, a Te l')' seuonab l e Qr l atcas st.or')', we.s th e findi ng or Nirvana or her 

Jong,-negleet ed cotb er ma th e trot.her she had n1JVer see n , but Jtto had also been ruined bJ 
Hart e , and wxler tll e nace or The Tmgo Kld wqa lllell known to th e poli ce. Hnrte and her 
iwo ll'lwort.hy fr iends did Wlr best to taaten th e gutl t or a jewel theft <ln Nlrv ana •a 
brother , but here Sex.ton Blake st epped In Md tlwJarted t heir plans . 

Froo here onward., I reel t wst Just lht the reCltllnder or th e se rt es , with a brtet 
account ot thet r t itles and obaraoters , ot herwis e 1:be "2"tlole will becane ioo lCl\8 and 
take up too cueh valuab l e ~ac e tn the •c.D. • 

No, 1161, ' The ttystery ot Che PaJnc:ea Slippers ,• Involved another of ctf CaVO\ll"t te 
dl8J"actera , Dr. Huxton Ryoer, wtxi, with HllJ"te , " as on the tr a tl o t the pa1nC:ed al tppers , 
Sn th e heels ot which had t>efll hidden sooe valu8ble dl 8:1Cflds. No. 1168 entitled 
' NlrTana' s Ordeal• brings tbe ttrst part or c.t.e ser t u t o a close , with NlrTana be ing 
ebl e t o dnote her self to her oother, md then r ather a 100£ t1 D3 " as all owed to elapse 
before tbe tlr&t ot a ser t es of six stor i es ll)peared tn No. 1198, called •The ttystel")' ot 
Room 7,• Tbe stories concern ed the ef f orts of U.e wealthy and unsc.n.ipulws Augustlls Keever 
to get NIMana tnt.o hi s clut ches, but behind eve17tbt ng Chere lurk ed th e s lnlster !lladow 
or Ul.e cvs t erlous 11onselgneur x. 

Each story was eo:.i,lete In lt H lt. Ho, 1199 • The Case ot t he Sheff t eld l l"Ol'\C'.'Mt et4 
saw Blake Md Tinker In Sheff i eld , Prom th ere , ln t he ' Aff air ot tb e DeN:Uct Orangeit 
Sn Ho, 1200, th;ey tr avelled to Conwmll end t nc ldental lY the popul ar T'foone tben came on 
th e scene by ot t eri ng to care t or Ntn Ma. 

In No, 1201 TIM.er, 'lllbo hs:2 beErl. sent to Pales tin e, was sh ipwrecked tn th e Adriat ic, 
and through belng rescu ed and t aken t o Ven Ice we., able to hel p Blake once agai n to out
wit t1onse1gneur x, am 1nctdental.ly to re,cue Hlnana , l'flo had been pr e'fa tl ed ~o n by 
Keever to aceoq>any hie to Venloe with th e prootse ot reve~:ng Where Mr father was t o 
be round, 

t n Ho. 1202 •1'1.e Cl ue ot t.he Two str aws, sexton Blt*:e, with the et d ot both Tlnker 
and Nirv ana , ,ma able t.o ol e81" 141 the soandal ot t he forg ed Rol cnlan Bonds by break ing 
up th e gang ot torgers and an-eating ICeenr , 

The ttnal oeetl ng between Bl ake m d Nonset gneur l occurs In Spatn , The at.or,' or the 
C¥sUr l ous Honset gneur ends s.ctd th e ocootatna ot the li t tl e Sta t e ot Andorra , bUt Bl ake 
was abl e to discover tho tru e IOentt t,¥ ot Nlrv'etla' a t e ther, arxl In t he l as t episod e of 
thi s ser i es No. 12dl , 'Th e Adventure or th e 1'w<> Dnt l.S' , Nlnana and her paren \.s are 
united , but onl.f arter Tinker • a tlnal err orts to get her out or Na.rte• s c lutch es , 

As I recartced at the begtMtng or thi s ar tic le , noth i ng core ,was ever heard C,f th ese 
tnterest t ns folk , ~ r, tor one , was e:1trece1Y dl se.ppolnt ed. W t Kar l e did not get the 
pw1t shment she deserved. 

TE CU>E CYNI WE INN 
As CJlal rcmi or the London Cl.Ub, Oct! Webs ter has a load of responslb llttY a, his 

shoul ders, thoug?,. he ndct ts It t s a ple a.slf'!t l ooct. All th e same he tOWld a weekend at our 
t acwa hoat elr)r oos t re tr e:ll l ng, espec l Al.17 as he had a nW!ber or Talbo t stori es tn hl1 
ease, 1'tll a la What Don M"'Ot.e 1n the Vlsltors• Book: 

Ti s not the man lltlo hath the coat that s tvea tile moat e,,e:,, 
N<lr yet the can ftho knows the cio,t that ha8 th e oost to Stf¥ • 

.............................................. -...... -....................................................... "'"'"'"'"'"""'"'-'""""""""'" ''""'""'""'" '" '"""'"""'"""""'" __ ... .. 
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Once again Christmas is 
upon us, and old timers wil l be 
thinking of Jn'lllY famous Xmas 
m:mbers which E.S. B. turned out 
in th e past , with their familiar 
pictures of ancient state ly 
homes covered in snow, ani the 
liveliest of adventures happening 
to Nipper {\lld co; 

l!sppy days, never, imfort
unately to return in, at l east , 
.the . old format. But memori es are 
l ong , and a cosy fire snd a copy • 
of th e old stories can soon repro- N. ELSON L 
duce something of the tredi tional 
atmosphere , so here 1s wishing all 
rI11f r eade r s and all N.L.L. anthu -
sissts everywhere the Merri es t of Conducted by 
Christmases and the l!sppies t of 
New Years. · 

And a pirticularly wann welcome at the fes tiv e season for an ol d 
friend Tony Glynn, who hss been absant from our Column far too l ong, 
but returns in his best fom thi s mont h. 

* * * * * 
A TOUCH OF \IINTER 

By Tony Gl:ynn 

I think it was Thomas De Quincy who wrot e of the deli ghts of 
r eading on s winter night while snugly enthroned before a good fire 
with the rain on the windo,, panes f or backgro und music. 

To get the best out of such agreeab l e circumstances, I suggest 
ths t your reading ms tt er sho uld be good and wintery . A frosty, snowy, 
blizzardy setting for your story is bour.d to · make you appreciate your 
bright fire and your personal good f ortun e . 

At this time of th o year, I would urge Leei t es to forgot th e 
t elevision set, st oke up th e fire and tum back th e clock thirty-odd 
years t o enjoy some of t he wintery wri .tings of Edwy Searles Brooks. 

If you know the county of Derbyshire and especially if, like 
rI11fSelf, you have hiked and climbed in th e Peak District in thick snow, 
t he Christmas se ri es of the N .L.L. for 1925 can scarecely fai l to grip 
your .. at tenti on. _ Here were , Randy and Co. , with Nipper , .. Archie .. Gl entho:r;ne , 
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several Ramovi tes and th e Moor 
View gi rls on their way to 
spend Christmas at Lord Dorri
more's castle in t he Peak . The 
train in which the party was 
trave llin g became snowbound 
so,oo mil e s from Buxt oo . A bad 
enough si tustio n in whi ch to 
spend your Christmas Eve, but 
that was by no means t he end . 

Aided by Archie I s valet, 
th e evel'- pract i cal Phipps , t he 

EE COLUMN 
party acquired a l antern and se t 
out on foot acro ss white-shrouded 
Derbyshire moorland at dead of nisht 
and in the fac e of a blizzard . 

"The Pa rty made a curious 
pic tur e as it trudged along tho 
lan e. The high wind was driving 
from s trai sh t ahead , and a ll heads 

were bent to meet it. Phipps, in advance , carried a l antern in one 
hand and Archi e ' s gl adst ono bag in the ot her. And every weary traveller 
was smot hered in snow from head to foot . They were lik e so many white 
shoste of t he night ." 

Of cour se , th e f ellows and gir l s lmev that al l would bo well 
pnoe they reached Dorrie' s castle . Will iam Napoleon Browne, with hi s 
usual whimsy, was putt ing his visions of hot coffee and t as ty morsels 
into words as the company trudged a l ong , bringing holl ow groans from 
Fatty Li ttle . 

Onward thr ough t he wind and snow t hey pl odded, thinking of "the 
glowing hearths , t he roaring l ogs , t l)e cheery, joy ous atmosphere of a 
gr eat household • •• " 

And what did t hey find when they r ooched t he cas tl e at l as t ? 
The place was in darlmess and total l y deser t ed . A great psdlo d< 

h3l d the orn,ite ~ t es ti ghtl y closed. The St. Frank's fellows and thei r 
charming guests st ood in as t onishment. 

"Much as I hate t he th ought," ventured William Napoleo n, "I am 
compelled to think tha t we are facing an outl ook of the murkiest des
cri ption . " 

And they were , but I don• t intend to go any furthe r, Tc do so 
might spoil thi s se rie s for th ose who have yet t o come t o it, 
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Mr. Brooks obviously liked thi s type of tot t ing f or a Chri stl!Bs 
yarn for , in the Christmas series of 1928, he used substantially the 
same ingr edients; a l onely cast l e , t he. St. Frank ' s boys and th e Moor 
View gi rl s , uncanny happenings in almost every chapter, a r eturn of the 
sinister Ezra Quirk e - and plenty good, old - fashi oned Christl!Bssy snov ! 

The N . L.L. was over and done with before I was born , but I was 
fortunate enough t o como by sor.ie old copies during my wartim e child 
hood . This perticu l ar Christl!Bs yarn and its seq t&]. were among the 
first St. Frank's stories I ever rea d and I r ecall t oom with great 
affection . 

An6the r of th e earliest N .L.L. stories I read was a wintry one 
called "The St , Frank' s Ic e Carnival" in llo . 94 of th e new se ri es 
(Feb:roary 18 , 1928). In this , we had thos e enchan tin g win tor c ompen
i ons Irone and Co yet again, a background of robb ery cl os el y connected 
with the rott ers Merrell and Marriott - and weat her conditions of fro s t 
and snov which gave t he St . Frank ' s fel l ows a chance t o organi se an ic e 
carniva l on th e frozen Riv er St owe . The carnival was Handforth's brain 
child , and, for once, Handy had been struck by a workab l e id ea . 

Like Mr. WJ..nlile, in "Pickwick Papers", Handy was full of tales 
about his own prowess on t he ic e - unti l it came t o the event, when 
F.dward Oswa l d ' s at t empt s at figure skating prov ed th e s t a r comedy 
a ttra c ti on of the shCM. 

F.dwy Scarles Brooks seemed t o enjoy having the juniors bogged 
down in snow - and he exploit ed th e dangers of s now on the railway yet 
again in November , 1929, In "Handforth 's Girl Chum" we find Handy 
Church and McClure brave l y weat hering a blizzard in th e good old Austin 
Seven . They were r eturn.ing from the 11ta.l !d.es 11 in Bannington, with 
Nipper , Tommy Watson, Trav e rs, Archi o and oth er Removit es bringing up 
the rear on their bikes . 

Handy' s car found ered and turned turtl e int o a snowdrift an d 
only t he combined e fforts of th e St , Fr ank ' s fe ll ows put it t o rights. 
Then , t he perty spotted a gr es t barrie r of fa llen snov on th e nea rby 
railw ay lin o - wit h t he groen li ght indicating t hat a train was due a t 
aey moment . 

Events happene d quickl y ; an attempt to warn th e approaching train; 
a grindin g of brakes and tel es copin g of coaches; th e St. Frank's juni ors 
on hand in the rescu e ; the discovery of Eileen nu-e, the young woman 
det ective, in the train - and t he beginnings of a new myst e ry, 

For Eileen, who had helped Nelson Lee in so many case s , was accom
panied by a littl e girl named Molly and there was a mystery about !!lolly , 
but , once agai n, wlzy should I giv e the game away to r eaders who have not 
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yet come to this series? 
There are ot hers , of eourse, for Mr. Brooks served up enjo yabl e 

tal es with winte r so t tin gs year af t er year. And t hey are st ill enjoy 
able - particularly on a chilly night, in front of a good fire and 
with th e rein ratt l ing on the windows. 

* * * 
'!l)NY GLYN!! cont ribu tes "CALL IT SCIENCE" to C, D, ANNUAL f or 1962 , 

* * * * * * * * 
~: Her seyslde Branch o.s . s .c. requlN tho ton owtng old seri es Nel aon Lee L~trary. 
• EU'a Q.Jtrt e• - •roi::1ey Watson at Koat Hollew' • • In the Sehara' • '.lrrl"Tal o f Buster 
Boots' .. 'Th e School with a Bad Naoe• - ' Rno lt Against GU)' Slncta tr- Full es t detatla 
to: l«lRt1I.N PRACHllL, 33 BRAE SnuET, LIVIJl:POa.., 7 • 

WAN : The Joste r, The Cc:C>lc Hcce Journal, Cl'!.tps, raaws Fi ghts , nw Police Budget., 
a to Hogaztne , Strand Hagaztne , 'f'Ol uoe .}5, •rwent1 Tears After- John Dlak.s SlxoW\1'11 

tl on; •vt i;.torlsn 'Rocance a and Blood .. •flle Lover Fugitiv es • ( a novel ); al ao a 
oat St<l[')' (titl e W"*J\owt) with eigh t eenth centtzrJ .fl>ICtN on coverJ 8entlq1s Magaztne, 

WlUC18 tent Theatrto.&l Pi cture PoRearda or all kinds. Teo Bl'OM'les COC'll c postcards . 
NW« PEnIM:&U.., RIQIFIEUI UXXJE. 6o WISE LANE, LCMX)H, K.W.7. 

~ Good 'l oose copies or bol.lld vol ta.1es conta tnt~ 8J11 or t.he rouowtng: HACNETS lp, 
32;1]1 to 1lfl lnclu.1'fe . 195, 205, m . 2.38, 2'9, m, }t8, 319, }53, 400. 417. "22, 921. 
924, 925, 938, 9~ , 942, ~ . 9l,6, 9i,.91 951, 965, 9fil, 9881 996. mo1t Issues between 821 
Md 890, 900, Ont;: cany l saues be\ we&n .lfOO and 500, Ntf\J Issues bet ween 800 Md 879. 
Alao Nos. 9}5, 95.}, 954, 956. 975, 9001 965, 969, 990, 992, 93}, 9Se, 1129, 1150, 964. 
k:fUl.ARB: 18.}, 190,J7C., ~ 5, }96, 162, 165, 1.,66, 474. Adnrtleer baa ocq, l ete sets ol 
Gea , Haenet anti PQPular b.lt needJ ~ goocl replaeeoent copies before having tsnal 
btntllng work done. 
ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR Hel.6E, GROV& ROAD, SORBITOI, St.RREY. 

~r ~:o:!:~~~\:,u~:!~ o~t;~ =~~ e~:!7 ~~:•J:ms~o~~~e:o:~:: 
s.o.pr, , JCHN KI~. 5 ifflfl HART LI.NE, LC»¢(1N, N.22. 

RllM,l QI' QC101lf]\ OOlfL!lTJCJI 
Seorea or Squi ggl e RbyDes J)()Ul"ed tnt.o u. Digest o rtte e . Ml ot wit. ~ twl, tbt 

aqulgglea prodUeed gtgglea. To rtntl th e beli two or the m.bas been a prcibl em wonb1 or 
Sextoo Blake. .After hundreds or glgglea - end a lone: tlce ot earnest oon,t der att cn 6 M 
b&Te se l ected th e !ollowtng: 

Boer War Incident: ICET1tE oo hls J1£TT1.E (Sent tn BJ Qw-les Wright, London.) 

Sir- Hiltoola DORnfall: P<PPm PROPm atoPPER (Sent ln b;v W. H. Broste r, 
Klnnr , Woros .1 

A book e,rard ts f on.ar®d to eaoh of th e 8boTt aucceu tul cOCl)GUtors. 
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DANNYS DIARY 
E'ftcyflherc beg tns to l ook very Q\rt s t na.,:sy. The shops are decor ated md brt U l ant)J' 

ltt . th e t ram are fUll ot peopl e carrY lng gree t ptles ot Olr tatoas pr esents and loads 
ot tood . The watt s cor:e rouno stngt~ carols t a trJ.Y oft en, and , In the t crM'l• th e 
Salvat l cn irc::tf bend p l ays caro l s outside t he Toff'I Hall every Saturd a¥ even ing. One tl oa 
they Pl aYed rq t a"fOUrt te carol • sof tly th e Hight Is S l eep ing' , and I li ked St so Cl.lch 
that I a.sked t1Uc t or tuDPence to put ln th e coll ectl on box. 

We are going !nto the count ry to spend Chrts r.aos "Ith rqy grtr1ctlother so ti.Im hasn • t 
had to get In so a.ich att'lstmeis foOd a.s l'i\en v i sitors eoae to spend O'lrlst.lilaa with us . 
But she hll.d cade a lot o r pu:Sdtngs. She alwa.Ys gtv es J ess i e a btg one to take to her 
mother . 

Ear lY In th e oonth I had the Boy-ts Friend Chrl stoas Doubl e Nucber and n. was a huge 
attat r. It oonta lned no less tban eleven st<ll"les, the chief one betng •Hta Brother • s 
Return•• It was Tery aad d'ld I persuad ed Doug to read It as 1 though t It mi ght t ouch 
h is helll't and oake h 1D fe el very 
k tnd c.owards his own brother. 
fbere were alao tiw art lol es 
tn the Boyt s Fri end • a'\d one 
ot t heo "6B al l abou t boxing , 
ey Bmbardlcr 811))' weus. 

We do a lot ot decoratin g 
tor Chrtstaes . In th e dr8't l ng 
rooc t'tlt1 will onl¥ allow boll¥ 
and c lstl etoe and ex;,ens h e paper 
chains , soce ot VI.ea cos tt ng 
oore thlYl a penrQ' eaob. Bl¢ 
I ao nll.oF!OO t.o deeorate tll,e 
dtntne rooc , em r bought a 
packe t or paper str ip s in 
assor ted colour s . It was great 
tun ooe even Int IJ8ktng ~ paper 
chaJ.Jls. I us ed pu t e l't'ltch ?1.ll 
oade tor me t r<D n our and 
water, and 3otnecl th e s tr i ps tn 
rl ngs, ltnktllg the r tngs ~ 
gether. HllJ wculdn• i. l e t ce put 
thao up tlll the Di ddle ot th e 
o,nth . 

1b8 Gel!l hasntt been qut t e 
so good th i s oooth as al l through 
tll,e year . The Urst story was 
•Grtoes of tm Fourth• In which 
~ey,,,Lu:iley , 'the r:illlt ona t ret s 
son, paid tb e t ees tor hts pal 
Grtttes , the groeert s bO)' , to 
beeCDe a p!.1)11 at St . J ltl • s. 
There was a sequel to this 
coiled •ooe of tba Bestll end 
t hey were both ttne st ori es. 

'lben Ca'l8 •th e Clf)te tnt s 
Ri val• 'l'fll ch was an odd stcr7 
bUt. a good one . 111' pal L1ndsa7 .......... ,, ......................... -,. ............. ~ ........... H.- .......................... ,,. ......................................................... ,,. ............. ,,. . ..,,. .... ..,H .. , ..................... , 



Page 23 

ha..s a bl"other flllo wort.a a t the rlteiw&>' Hwse. Rt t old Q8 haw tt ~ eba.it and l wu 
Ter7 int.treat ed. It eeeoa that Narttn cu tt ord ueed t o wrltt St, Jta•s st.ortes 1n Pluck , 
bUt h8 Called hl.Dselt Q\ar l u Rai:illt.on tn tho ae de:,s . 1h&t wu before lbe: ?8M"lble 1'trH 
went to In. Jlats, It seem fllvW io think or Bte JID'a without them. Host · ot c.bla new 
Oec aicr, eonalsWd ot an old stOl"J' abalt Kildare and Hont el th 'Ml.lehc>pi.Ted tn Plude. 
But Hsrtln Cliff ord ha.a written N"NNl •hfeltara at th e atart to t Jl)l a ln Q Tom Kil'T)' 
tantt there, !be TerTlbl e 1'1\Ne pui lia'lielSh ln a aaek so t hey were ruatlool.ed. Thai 
ceen,, not al.l owed to be at school tor a 1'eek, ( 1 t oeeca a 'IIIOOdertul Idea. I t old 
Doug I thought I would i.cy t o be ruattoated next terTJ., and he aatd he thought It a 
bt t\er Idea IC I trteci t o be exterctnal.811. Re bu t eartul cheek SCDetloea). ftMl 8' 
th e end ot the .stor," , Toa NerTY oaoe bom. and wu in tl oe t o aee u1'i Headland Foo tball 
t1atclt i;.tateh th e aen tors pl e)'ed, Bei ng ne&rb' al l abOUt sent ora, this story was ~ 
dttt erent 1 but l t •s good , 

11'1.en 1.eme •J ack Bl ake on dle Wal'l)a tll.• Thi s was a bit blt Q", but qutie: good . I 
thtnt lt had had sle1llar t reat.cent to the prntous sto ry, tor U, carried on the Kl ldtlre
Montolth feud. It seeoed as tr new pieces Md been .-ltt en t n aboUt tbe TeIT lble 1bree 
belrf: t an-ed by r.he OrK.DSJ"lans, and J ack Blake tryin g t o Henge t heo. 

Le.stlY ''l'tle Ri val Houseoutera'I which were Hr. Rallt on at d Hr. Ratclltr . tc. wa, 
qutte gOOd, t>ut ther e was M 81t'ful l ot or corrrer:,atl on, and there were a l ot or littl e 
eplSOdes. 

J.n t~ tSt alroan, on a tll ght Cl"Cril Parla to Lendon, cruh landed oo a hous e at 
Pal.cers Oreen t.hta month. He waa not r:uih hurt, but \h e houa:e wn.s damaged . Dad aqa 
thta ls "1:lat auburbm householdera mior expect ln th e tuture with so ~ aeroplanes al>Out. 

I had a Benny Popular this oonih. The St. Jla:• s .story was •tom l1e"7'1 New School.' 
Tom we., worktng to help Fen-en Lodte , the deteo tl ve , and went as a J>'.1)11 to a boardln& 
school "1.ere the Prlnc tpal was a o:root. The Sexton Bl ake st<ry "8.!I •Tbi Order ot Rel easeit 
d'ld 11r. LtndS81, lllho knows au abou\ Sexton Bl ake, saYs it. waa ono• ~ •eexiM Bl ak.el a 
Orlsttlea9 and lt apptEred tn the tlt'lton .eek Chrl a:t.maa ?ulber tor 1905. 

Dad ce.oa hooe one en ntng Md gan u, the gled news I.hat he bM booked t or tbe 
whole f a:it)y t.o go to t.he Drury Lane poot a::i.lQi •nw Sl eep ing Bewt,9 on New Tearf a &n. 
He has booked t or J ess i e to so wlth ua. 

On Decectier 21st. Dad t ook l'tJGi t o the Covent Oarden Opera Houae to see a rn.o 
•ni e Miracle". Itta a tabulantt c f l lD. I\. coat .t15 ,000 io Cl8k.e and la 7.000 te e\ l oog. 
It l a co loured tn nat ural t lnts , o.nd the pnsenta t ton Is a ided by 81"1 ord'lestf' a md a 
choir of 2CO. I didn't go a.s Dad thought lt "a.s beyond oe . 

NJ Cous in Robin a..t Aldereh ot Hnt me C.N> ~lon Jacks .and a bar ot chocolate t or 
o O'lrt atcaa pre sent . Cl'ie "8.81 the Chrtacmas Double NlDHir M'ltch coota tned an 80 ,000 
WClrd story called ' The Mad NlUlooatN" or •Delivered rroo EVU .• It wa.s about. thll 
ortotnal Count Ivor C3rlai.,. nw other COP1 0CJ1ta1~ 'Th e Chrtstaas coosi,trators .• I 
aold t.heo t o Doug t or 2~ and be 11.lted ib.a:1 a l ot. Re gave ce the Cheer, Bora ai eer 
O\l"lataaa Week Ntrt>er lltllch had a cre epy t ale called "Thi Hsmted. fll eaU-£11 and a IIOl'J 
aboUt U\Q. Canadian ttowitles called •Trooper Brotl')tngta Chrtat ca -. 

We had a DaMellous CbrlRal.a at er cnn • , tn Eue,:, but before I set. lt. d~ 1n 
~ Diary I C1Jst record the mnth 1 1 tta31tts . 

!be rtr sr. story "81 •tw-t Linley-t a Lase. FtgbC.- In llll.lc:h Vemon""8!1lth caused Haft: 
to lOse bi s sc.'\o!ar itllp arc1 l eaTe G~t'l"tsr,. Itfs J)ar\ of the Bomderta plS'l to gel 
Whartm and all hla: pals out or the IOhool. 

Then car.ie the tts.gmlt• a Olrtstai.a Doubl e NUClber. In •Dtum:>Qd out of Orqfl"tar.- the 
Bomder was bl"!Jta !l.¥ a ttacked by m enq- of hi s father's, but ElllUG' aald Ula \. Wharton 
had o.euaed h is 1n.1:.n-1ea , eo Harr)" "'8 e.zpQJ.led: ln disgrac e . Tbe Head sa id t o WhaM-On: 
'J oU ahall not be.ltl lrch thi s schoo l era l onger.• It. was a gr t o 1tol")' tor OU-laltlaa. 1bl a 
119.le Cffltatn ed two other l cq c(Jll)le t.e l'tOrlea, 5 pages ot cooto pi c tures, a SQl"Sal, ff 
a Blll.¥ Bunter ca*• 

Af&.er thta cace the dewlt a ll of Vernon-Qnlth. The st.CCT was oalled " Bob Cben"f'a 
Ban-tng,,()uts. In th e end, RBITf Wbartoo and hts trl ends went bat.k aa pupils t o Cire yf!rtlC"s 
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' and Sol thy" pa ld the pr tce t or his evn deeds . 

'Ibe l a.at Magnet ot t he oonth was •Hart"'/ Wharton• s Wtn• . Ii was en lndell ble tale 
W t gOOd run. Ponsanb)' eave a Chrl st.co.s parey at ff tghcUtr e MCI t nvl ted soce or the 
curr House gir l s . 11arjor l e and Co mre tnvl ted, and took. wlth th eo t wo very lll.laculer 
•y oung l ad.t el" ND&d HJ-sa F'ranke and ntaa Bobb• Va'Va.sour tl'l ed to kl ss 11l ss .Frank e -
and received a c l fJ\tY' punoh on th e noae. Another wln fer Greytrt ars . 

Olrl sttlas En was on a Tueada)', aM after lunch we set ott t cr 1:he st a'1on - Jt..ll, 
Dad, Doug and me -

{Tum baok tlle cl ock Md enj o)' a Q'lrtst cn s of aaet].Jr tlfty ye.:u-s ago. Dt\NNYtS CHR18Tt11.S 
t s t n Coll ectors • Di ges t Annual ror·,962. HaVil )'Cl.l ord er6d 1our ooPY?) 

t!a OOTjl.E rot§ULTS HJ§ §OLICIIS! 

Dtso! l Q\aobera , 
Ll terga t lon Stre et , 

Oswaldtwt stl e. 

OUr clte nt, Mr. Horat.t o Bot t.l e , as drom our attenshun to th e l ettGr s f'rCCI 
cor esp ondens appe.rln tn 8eptett)cr c.o. 

He wtshcs t o oatergorlc al ly deny th nt he l s n trord , and meeru, used t he Nfi)8 

Horati o Bottle a., a non de pl ooo or soodera.t o , lfllch l s the prerogert t ve of al l llt ery 
artists. HOIJfO'Vor, 8lf1 turtb er pro of or 1denterty troc genutn enquire r s tlS)' w obta ined 
troo the Hersey B1deseckstlln secr et..ll"'1, l1r'. Prank Case, enol os ln rt ve pounda , as a t oken 
of g ood faith ~ t°"°1'ds detrnln cl er lC3l oosts • Uc. He furth er t"'1sta th e oatter 1 a 
now cl osedJ the spell1n used by th e part.ys eoocernd will obvl o&lY becoce t eeH os in th e 
ext.reESJ to the reeder or c .o .. 

Nessrs . Shark , Snl.ndell and Robb, 
(Bollcltor:rat..-l or. ) 

(U se budgies tor sale, and ro oos paperd. Tel'7 ch9ap ) 

JEREHIIJI SIU.RX 

pIOE§T flEADrn m m.E\1I§ ICW_ 

Tee Langley• 17 year old c .. o. reooer ot Dlm.lne,hm:l awennid on e.a . c. T.V. In 
Oct ober . TQO has a larg e ooll eotlon ot Ylot c:rtan •Penny DNacttul s• and he di scus s ed bi s 
treasures on th e pro grlltll e ena nany ot the ol d papers were dtsp l ayod to -.t ewers. 8uch 
charocters as Ned Kell¥ , Jack HllrkalJfaY, Sweeney Todd and Varney t.he Vq l re Uvect agai n 
CIUrt~ Tea' s appeorence. The proerome caused DIOh lnteres;:, end tt DBY" be repe at ed 
lat.or at grea t er l ength. Tao ts th e soo of Toca lalglef , th e Ntdland broadcaster . 
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HAMILTONIANA _ _ ..r 

POSTSCRIPr 
by Roser I!, Jenkins '. 

llrs, liright has kindly furnished me with soa>a additiona l inf om
ation concerning her m1cl e, Charles Hamilt on, which may be of int ~res t 
t o collectors general ly. 

Charl es Hamil ton shared an establishment with his siste r fr om t he 
time that his mother remarried, Whm his siste r married in 1911 and 
became Mrs, Harr ison, this arrangement continued on a vory happy footing , 
as the two men were m very fri endly t ems . lh e three of them liv ed 
and travelled t ogeth er, and the European trav els mentioned in th e Auto
biogr aphy were in th e company of the Barrisons, except for occasional 
short part i ngs . In 1914 they all settled in Hampstead Garden suburb , 
though difficul ty in obtaining a house suffic i ently large res ult ed in 
Charl es Hamilton having a tiny gungalow near t he Barrisons• hous e . In 
1924 th ey all moved to what i s now Mrs, Harrison's London house , and 
this was Charl es Hamilt on ' s pied a terre i n London until 1939. He spen t 
a third of every year there unti l 1937 and after t hat he used t o go up 
for a oonth at Christmas . , . 

"Rose Lawn" was purchased because Charles Hamilton ' s niece (now 
Mrs . Wright) needed some sea air , In 1929 the family overflowed into 
th e bungcl.ow opposite (thm called "Mandeville") and Charl es Hamilto n 
pres <!lted it t o Mrs. Harrison, who equipped it and entertained in it, 
as her brothe r hated ent ertaining himself . 

It seems that, as he grew oldar 1 Charl es Hamil ton become ll!Ore of 
a recluse, and be could onl,Y be vinkled out of his shell to meet chil d
ren and very ol d family fr.I.ends dating fro111 the F.dwardian era , and even 
then he was highly se le ctive . If be didn ' t wish t o meet a particular 
person , ho would go to · bed and pre t end to bo i.11: This will not, perhaps , 
be much of a surp ris e to collectors, for . even the most gifted au t hor 
needs a great deal of quietness and aolitude if he i s t o pro duce work 
of any merit at all. ,· ·. * ; * .. · 
ROGER JffiKillS cont ributes "THE BUNTERS AT HOl!E11 to C. D. ANNUAL /or 1962. 
UNA HAl'IILTON WRIGm' contribute s "CHRISTMAS WITH FRANK RICHARre to C, D,A. 



GREYFiUARS GALLERY bye, H. ChaJllll!IA 
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!((ll!!llOVEMIAL £CHQlll 

No, 61, ·r w.ry;s THE BPOl'I 

~~~ ~!~~ n!~Oll oiU:~~=;,.:t~ rewlalth ;.:!:.11\i~~!~!!!! ~ ·=:le, 
1.e. not a permn ent meJber ot the cast1 yet onlY ,uch a one could CCl'lstltute a Nal 
surprtae tn the deftoueoent, "11l e connrsel7 81'(/ tl gure newl7 lnt.r'O()Joed tnto a .-stvlT 
aeries st ood out 1.CDedtatelY u the gutny parcy. 

It la Indeed by the 1r a tcioaphere that He.tlllton 1 s bea t crtne aerie, mke IUdl an 
itl)Nss lon, tor ht had e NC.!ltttable power t o evoke Eae:>od. The nagtc or Chrlstoas, U'8 
SD"Jer eountr)' s lde, the t.ang ot the aea .. he could do thee all, tnc ludtrc 1,he eer t e. I 
waa surpri s e<! at yoor cc t aalon of the Kranz sertes, lllblch thou8h It begm tncUffeNntl1 
ended 1n real))' gripping st,yle. ft\e r eeder as uaual a.1rrereci littl e ~at trto at ton bu.I 
he COUld (or once senae tb e very re.al battlec,ent experienced by t he charac t er e tnTOll'ed 
in tbe atorY , end deSpal r or their ever aeetna the ltght . Naulnere rt' s aolYtn.g ot 'Che 
prQbl ec atood out a.s a real ~ tn Ule beat Sherloetllfl. tl'Bdltloo, Th.la we.a a greet 
change troa the Irr i t ati on and tqlattenee one oft en felt Yh!n no one aeeced able to aee 
\be an9'8r t.o the ~ate17 . The la.st thre e JU:i)ers bere 1'0rke<I up a reall1 powertul. 
atcosphere . I wst ad.cl It tlil s aacie qualitf eluded ce tn t hi Vemon aeries, but ot late 
ttccne-t t al es I would accord a blgh place tor eerie atcoll)here t o the Noat Rouse Ort stcas 
sequence trc:c the Lad> serlea. A Oec olautc ot.her than th ose 7ou mentton was 'Tbe 
SpectN ot St. J let S- ,t, Sch ce rt a lnJ,y held .t!e 1n efl W'IClffl7 tension - and tlaJ11' anot her 
reader '<lo, I .suspe_c t. 

JgjN wm.M£Al1: Cn thi s ttteoe the W1apoken question l a mi.varied: 'Wb1 di d CJ,:trles Hm=itlton 
c:,~ so DLCh ti~ ,rrlttng ao JWJ1 •rollicki ng• st or ies and l eaw his 11tft tor au,pen ae so 
neglecUd? ' He excelled In both cype, of •(ft"( bUt tboae lik e UM Capt ain Hellish Aries 
siaxt cut lik e •11emr in a b~ of ragging and other li ghth earte d acrrenturea. 
(Inold ental1Y, th e Nelltsh 7am ls not. In Ule Londai LlbraJT&) He nenr ,ro t e Q'sterf 
aicrtes tor th e reason t.hat once the ~atery IS cUscoYered s .secood or t.hlrd read ing l a 
WlllkelY. Putt i ng th · reade r Into the &1thcrl a contldenee ls pqehologtcal17 eoonct. Per
tuc:ta Ramtltonla al~ ltotcy reaetblo that ot Rltohooa, llllo, aHh ough ..-apped tn ~sterY 
la a pl aln, uneoq,lloated CIBl'I, acoordtne: t o hl uaett. · 

!f\Lc=~ :. ~it~R~:~!~~~~~8;;! ~~:::o~: o~ :!t.~=~·~~!~~1!';.~• 
!!le stoospheni ot glooc 811.d honw llblob htalg over kaYee,pur O~e s l Cl)l.Y hel d t»e lo 
l te spell. 'ftl.ree other at ort ea had lh elr eer i e mooent for me, all .ot thee Christmas 
aert e.s .. Cavendale Abbey, Ohoai ot tteulffirer Towers md l u t bUt not least Reyriham 
ea.su e. I 4lwa,a try t o read one ot these , aeries over th e Chrtatoaa holldqs. 

The Htlgnet lll:IUld han bem the poorer It Fra'* Rtch61"Cb had not lll"ltten th ese 
Urllll ~ sto rt ea, aapeolallY at Cbrtstti'.1111 tt oc. 

c ~~r~I v~~~n:v:;dre~:e i:a~:~t ':~1:1~!n;a'!!! ~:2 g=~ al ~
1: t 

associ ate tbnt sor t ot at.aoaphere wtttr tberlea Haotlton , I always turn co hle school 
7am.s e..s e. 300thtng change rra:i. rbe more cxaion crlDe erid vtolenc e, hcrror, ec.o., 1'fltoh 
ere core er less a cocnon oenu nowad&11. 

~ 1 ao. glad you oentt oned ' HobodJ' a BtUd1' u I gfln a ohepf.tt from &hat 
yarn as l:QJ t aYourtt e at fl recent olub t11etlng - t he one In flblch Ta:i tkl?TJ agreed to 
apax:I fl night In the •Btud.14', m the g.u alowlY died out . A gr ipping ohlC)tr 'lllhlab 
,heired Tom as a trl 11htened achoo~ • as Itn no doutlt anyone pl aced 1n such a snuiotlm 

.would be, _I would have ~ liked .to .. •ee how F"rar*.
0
Rloh81l'ds WQ\lld have" oade Haff)' ·Wharton ·-··"" 
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behave bad thls occurr,d nt Oreytrlar s. 

y!~~e~i-uil =er~:~!rf;l!~ i~:e~~=~t7e~~~ ~! :OH~!!~~r'n!l~r,": ~ 
think r.hat he was be l.ng olever In spot ti ng 80Q9th1ng. Tho Ravenspur cranae ser ies wu 
untque, but generall.Y c.H. never went tn tor U1'I •rttoduntV and I find the Hyat.ert«ia x 
utt erly a11en to hls styl e - tn t act I do not beli eve that this aer i es was written b1 
Hanilton . The tntl'OC!Uct l on ot 3 newcoD&r t or th e pUrpoae ot a s'tOr7 wa.s ver,, ruch In the 
llne of th e sub-Wr'lte rs (wuol.ly tor the purpo se of an expUls l on sensati on). One recall s 
tor uecl) l e• Blngh.al;l •the raecal.)¥ prefect* and cratk• ln • A Son or Scotland' (one or th e 
ph«lef British Isles series that was obviously oonce lv od In r.he eclttcrlo l o ttle e. ) 

(criarles Hatillt. on ocrtatnll' wrote the X,aterlous •x• aeries , I dtseu.ssed It wlU'I htc 
03.llf tl oes , and he re garded It as one of hts nost suecessM stor i es In Ul6 !lu e Gee, 
ea Indeed It "3.1 . He nls o wrot e • the Pret ectts Plot.' ot Blnghac , ihough that lfM a 
l eas noteworth.)' ate.')'. f?\«-e are any BOOWlt of oectu1lons when ttr. Hooflt oo lntro<llced 
a t er.:c:,orary charocter atq,ly to seMe one storY or aeries. - E.F.) 

~ W~at ~. sc::J!r ~ ar!~~~ t H~:~ ;':~~ ~~;s ~~ 87tl1:i:rr~~ 
had core enJQ)'tllnt out ot Fra nk Rtchardat work than eny or th e haf'doocover stcrtes. To 
~ ol nd hi s work had tbat l1 ttle extra aooethlng ... cal l It a tnospbeN lt yoo Uk e - that 
th e other scbool St.or)' .-It.er• tanked . 

~l~,:~\:~~ := :%=:.: ~ ~Cll~~~r:\:;:sween~ ~~;· t!t 
th e singl e at<rl es. 

Jt l a the l8IJ8 1n DOY1ea - theae so-called hOlTOl"' rfl.cls alwa)'s g i ve ce a heart.7 
la1.18h, 'llltlereas a Rtt.chcock treatoenr. gtves tar core ec1.&e of th e seat suspense . is Rogr 
J en1tlns onee wrote tn en u, t1el &1 •ttt s abfeYs best to l ean a reldcr asking t or ro re'I , 
thalJlt, not to '1'rflt' dO thlngs . BCD& rit er a ba.vo tho.t g ift - rrant obv lous.11 dtd. 
Others tl7 to o hard a.rd put tn t oo web . l ol~ ~er the tine otoosphere whM John 
RedWtn.g aa111 the old aen capta in t or the tlr at t!oe 1n the PolJUilll.Y seri es. 

Re St entoo Hope Md the Rt o Ktd. All I OM StJT Is It' s a plf.7 Fl'Mk d ldntt sub 
Hope• s 7erns - t.hey would have been so wch better. I tn read plen~ or Hop et s sto ri es 
an:.1 I oerta lnl.Y neYQI' got the lq)r ession he •wa., an expert on oeythlng Western.• 

'm....fil!I!!: I think that Blll Lotts ta os t.rq 1'1hen he lll"ltea that Stant.on HoP')i oculd 
have he1')ed Charles Hao tlton wtth Rto Xtd atoo.,here. ttr. llope had barely a .nodding 
eoqualntance wttll Hr. Haollton In th e COtTldors or Aoalg«Ja ted Press acco rding to hi s 
own words to ua, and l OD postttv e he lltlUJ.d have told us sueh on i l:l)Ortant itec aa Bill 
sugges ts ff ho Juw:j .so helped. He did T1att Hr. Heotlton, but Dtr1¥ years later . 

(Charl es Haollton was an extnoely independent r:c.n, and 1, personally, consider tt oost 
unlt kely r.hat be wou.J.d have passed hi s stcrtes for aibbl ng to MY' other writer. E.F. ) 

LINK WITH BLAKIANA 

"SAVAGE VfflTURE", one of th e ne w novel s in th e Sexton Bl ake Lib
rary, has one of those twi sts which are so sa ti sfying to regular 
readers . Tho Editor of the S.B.L. consults t he det ect iv e . Two of t he 
14,)?;i;m:Y,,!,,!!..l,l.t!l,!: ... ~;,:1;1.,t;~ .. All,j,ljQJ:'.l!.~Y .~ .... !11~11llP.lill.tlilQ.,,ll!l,ll,~i;:,.,ll!Y,llJi/J.'J.Sl.\!lil . ., ......... . 
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circumstances . Blak e 9a¥S: 

· "!lo manuscrip t s . It looks as if you 'll have to reprint an old 
pro-war yam ••• " 

The &litor replies: "We don't do that sort of thing ! We1r e not 
running the Gem. or tho Ma{lnet I" 

Ho, !ruml A hit , a very palpa ble hi t? Of course ; ·i t al l depends 
on ci'I'Clll!IStances, There could be a .time when a good 'old story would be 
preferabl e to a bad new one, · 

That pleasant little inter l ude in "Savage Venure" r eminded us of 
an occasion in the ·Gem when Gussy, seeking out id eas t o adver ti se the 
paper , visited the Fleytwny House ab! later met Martin Clifford , Frank 
Richards and Hilde Ricl!/'rds, . 

****** 
THE CHRISfflAS .BUNTER SHOW 

The play : BILLY BUNTER IS CHRIS'.!MAS CIRCUS. The theme I A circus 
is to pitch in the grounds of Whorton Lodge to give a per formance , But 
!Mlter gets mixed up wi t h sinis t er events - and then the flm begins , 
The theatre: QUEENS THEATRE, Shaftes bury Avmue , London, \I , K!ck- off 
Dece,nber 24th for a limited season . Perf onnances daily at 2. 3(), 

Tho London Club is organising a party .to attend th e show ori t ho 
afternoon of Saturday , January 5th , The more t he merri er. Pl ease join 
up with your hobby- frimds , and have a grand time. Seat s with th o 
party arc 15/ - each, For bookir,s, with t he party wri te to tho Editor of 
Coll ectors • Digest . 

A matt er of added interes .t for all club members and Digest rea ders 
is that Eric Fayne will be at the. piano at every performance of this 
ent ertaining show. Ho will be pl aying pl enty of the ol d songs which 
you love to sing and hum, Come and sing at the top of your voices in 
the interval with your own Eric Fayne a t the piano, If you have any 
particular favourite among choruses ol d or new, jot the name down on a 
pos~d and send it t o hi m.· But be prepared to .sing when ho pl ays it, 

* *** *********** *** * 
"BOYS WILL BE BOYS" RE-APPEARS IN NE\I DRIBS 

By Brian Doyle 

E. S. Turner ' s ne..'lr.-classic book about old boys I paper s , "Boys vill 
bo .~Y.~" has ,,l,_ust. been ,,re£2,nted i/;),J_>aper- back ..form .. (Daimon ,,Pr ess .,10/§).., 
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But the format - and tho pric e for that mat ter - are disappointing . 
10/6 is a lot to pay for a paper- backed book , espe cially vhan it 

has no illustmtions . The original cdi tions of this work inc l uded , 
as most readers will know, many fascinating pictures. This new ono 
only has a single r eproductio n - of Bill y Bunter in a "Magnot" episode -
on its doop purpl e cover (surely a sombre colour choice anyway?) . 

Perhaps th o high prico and 'JlCl'lllY plain I sty l e aro explaine d by 
the fact (recently pointed put by J ohn 0' London's) tha t th o novly 
formod Daimon Pross is run f rom a back- garden shod ! 

Man behind the ent erprise i s Anthony Adams, formerly a studio 
manager of Longman ' s Green and ot ono tim o produc ti on canago r of 
Studio Books. Daimon i s Greek for •crea ti ve fo r ce • and also tm name 
of Mr. Adams' now baby daughter . Tho company is operated from the 
;,,rden shed of hi s homo in Cast l e Hedingham, Essex. Hero ho designs , 
odits and produces his books , vi th his wife Angel o , who types , sticks 
on stamps and hel ps on tho typographical side . "Boys will bo Boys" i s 
one of t he fi rst four books in a series called BackgroWl<I Books. 

I t ' s certainly nico to see Turner ' s exce llent and hilarious study 
again . It has in trod uced many people to our hobby (and probably to 
'Coll ect ors' Diges t ) and it has l ong boen my own fovouri te bedside 
book. 

But I still feel it ' s a pity about t hose missing illustrations -
particul.'l1"ly a t t hat price. 

* * * * * * 
BRIAN OOYLE contributes "T'!lROUGH THE YEARS WITH TaE IDYS' OWi! PAPlill" 

in C .D. ANNUAL for 1962. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

ttoett!J6 held, 1u, ssv October '9th, 62 
Laat r:iontl'I tt "°' a rucn t&l)t"OTed at tffldanc1 bUt this October one surpa.,ed '1l'f1 

held tl'lts year. Tblrtom DOtlbers tneludl ng two newoooers aasecbl i<I ln the Arden Hot el t.o 
en,a, o run and nry er\lQY'able progratD1 , Chough co in tt baa to be mnl t ted tht, wu or 
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'usual H&Dll ton l an routine. One or th e lt ec., w debated we.s the tact that no other 
authors but Charl es Hm tlt on ware n er gtnn a t,hence end t his was hanU y fa ir to th o!III 'lllho 
bad other lnt ares t1 Md ln ert ect, dtd notbil p attencianee. As Rq Bennett p~ n., N'.lat 
about the OTHER PAPDS of our youth, tbi NEIBON l.,f.J;, BOTS PMOAZ.INE• th e TOOtEON pubUClr 
t lons !Lich as th e AdTentun, Wizard , Skipper, ,Hot11>ut, Rover? What of the Dete<l:U9'8 
WeelClY, Bull s ~ e, th e Ttlrlll er, Red tb ue papers ,o littl e tntet-t•t that they were not 
t:nlught lnto th e prQgr{A:W: oon ·otc.en? Daia produced b1 Ray U"A popJJ.arl~ ttgures or 
these or a higher percentag e than those ol th e Hagnet. am Gem, at ti me of pubU oatl on, 
that ts. Both or our two new cuen ~Ofed UCNrlles between Homan ena Jeck: COrt,eit. 
though both or t hEtl are 113gnet tans. 

One or th ee, Hr. L. c. Cld&ey won Che Ltbr'ory ra ttl e. Qllte a cca.'.l()ll oecurence 
tor a new cerber t o ftln t.hls raf fl e, fl'le o\.hEr Juat mtaaed Nc:r,a.ant, ~ls (to ht • reUer) 
Luck)' Dal'I, Gerald 1 1'hl&i or tfi t i.em wa, won b:,' th e e eeretar)' with a h; eCl'T"&ct, wlml ng a 
1 Hodem Bo)4 . A ladY oect>er, t or th e booby prlr.e ( aeore-n ll } had a al ct l ar rewardl\1 

A etDt set by Ta:i Porter was won by Norcnn ONg o17. The Tt'ea.surer al so got 
neares t the ouesa the NWt>er cont est am won ano ther Ho(le.m Boy, George Chat heD tber'I 
gave a i!lhort t a lk and re ading t roo a Bwlter Annual. Lovell or Rodlwood, Oeorge , a t avour lte 
chnractE r was nt his ttl'ltll e&t In thl 1 0.-latca .i yam of cl <kllght Oen ture 1 and sp ook.I. 

Her:tiers pre sent wer e Jack Bell fl eld , Tom Port er , J aclr. 8ICI Hq e Corbe tt, Win Bl"Olln, 
Win PBZ'trl dge , c:eorge Chattiac , Ray Bennet t, J oe Karst.on, Norean Oree<r1, Oerald Pri ce, 
L. Lldsey Md the 

Secre tary - HARRY BRC8TD(. 

For our Novectier cee tt ng we Tlalt.ed the ha;'.e of JAn, J oale and Eleimcr Pockrian, 
Which 11 al so the hCUI or BlM l ana and Sher loOklane., anti ~tcb ts , tur\ber, tl'l.e place 
'lltlere the clu b first oet ln 19IB. 

A good progralllDe baa bem 81Tsnged , lnclud l r, Da~t. Ialmd eoci,an tona b7 J. 
Do)'leJ a Otms readl'll: by Br i an oa,1, , thl a being a ch.apt.er or • t o Lep.n ONJ1.11Datr 
by ff1l ton Cle anr 1 qut:. z~s bJ Len Packoan Sld Ben Whit er ; a chapter of fferbort LQ.ckenbY• s 
•Heo::rle, or Old Boy st Papera" re ad b)' Len Pactmans and one aide or a L.P. record dealing 
with Sherl ock HolDES. .fli t, t eatllNCl·bow Watson Cl8t Hol.nea and tlllil Chm-l ea A.uguatua ttll nrto 
amentun. The Tarted prcgramae was ~ enJoYed. RQ8er Jenkin, snoonced good bualneas 
wtth th e HaQtlt on Li brary , arxt Bob BJyth e reported good progrea, •Ith hl a Ndaon l ee 
Catalogue. 

O-tokl.:,~::•N:~t~(::o!!x~~~~ffA)~~r~t!~tt:,:! !1:;!1:t~~• 
hosl..1 Blll and tw-lorte Nein-la b)' \h e Frida)' pNCedlng the ceettng . _ 

1.1tC1E ~JAHIN, 

ffl!!tJng t;eJd NO"f'ember J J th, 

Aa anticipat ed~ there was & ~ry good a C.tiendMoe at thla. t.be Anoual. Oeneral 
H,ettng , the onl1 absent ees being Frank lhrln Md Bill Oreenwood; It was a ptey \beJ 
cl ued such a r eal lY enJ o)'ab l e get.-t 08etber. Pr oGeedlnga opened wtth ~ Secre tarT' • 
report , whjch lnoluded deto lla or the Ter,' .atta rs:.tOZ'7 ft nMJclal sttu au on. Ttwn 
toll owcd tM election of orttc er a tor t he oootng YeaJ1 ~ our eateeoed ttt end and acauneb 
~ Non::en Praa,nell, wa& unanlcoud y TOted tnto the Olatnnanahtp . ard the See.Nt.81'7, 
Fr# Case and the Llbrart an, .Jack Horgan , "8N re- el ecc.ed tor a turther ye ar, a oc:q,H~ 
DBllt appNol a t ed by Ul~ both. 
.,.,..,,,,m_,.,,.._,, .. ..,_,.,.,,,,,.,,.,.,,,..,,,_1,,.,,..,..,.,..,,,.,,.,m,.,..,m,.-,.,,.,,.,..,,.,..,.,,,,,,....,,.,..,,...,.,,..,...,,..,..,..,,,,.....,,..,.,.,,.,....,,.,,.,.,.,...,,,.,.._.,,,. 
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The Chatman then dealt wtth a nu:t>er or elub t teca , and , at h i s ,uggest ton, tt 

waa decided ih.!.t we should acttertt s e tn the Dt gest tor a nUClbor or books t o ~t the 
Ltbrar.,I it 11 hoped we it).aU hol'e soce 1Uooe.sa tn obtatnl~ what M require. A 
dtaous s tm on a controversial Mlbl ect kept ua occup Jed for the next halt-hour, foll owed 
by Ntr estx»nta , and Ulen CBDe an e:x:cell ent re odl f€ troc a 1916 Oeo by Johl farnll. 
Thia was a t)'J)1cal exiq,le or Charles H8Dllton t a iu:m'oUs nai r, an<1 hi s deaor"lptlon 
or ArtJ'IJr Augu,tua In th.a unlikely role ot ehlale)' awwepta ass i stant gnve us all one 
Jong laugh . 

A quiz aibcl t ted by Frank case wca won by Bill WtndS<r, ltld tbe oeet tng ended "tth 
a brisk run on t.be Ltbrar'Y. A TerY good evenl~ Indeed. 

The nen t.10etlng, on I>ec(ltt,er 9th , w111 be our Chr"ts~ one; wlll li:ll3Clbers not e 
t hat th e starting tltl8 will be oM hour earlier , at 5 PA due t.o a nry tull programe .. 
don•t m.lss tt . 

f'RAll( CASE, 

There w::is another good at tenaanc e at our Hover.bar moetSng and nha.tn:m , Oeorrr ey 
Wlldo extended u cord i al welcoce to a new oettier, John Hunter ot York, Jlho, as Geott, 

poln~~ w:t; ~:e• 0:\!;~u:~r!:s o~r° ~:~~e~:~~;~~~~:;r i!: ~J : s tllo shotw. 
Our tre asurei-11brsr1an• Cerry All t son. fflS happy to report that t hi s had been an 
exeepti ona]Jy 8:0od r:xinth • no fewer than 3C() copies have been acqutrea t or th e library. 
After dea.U ng wtth Yarlous l tms or coITespondence Ceny gave us ne"s ot two ebSfflt 
tr1ends . Vera Nicholl s ts at.Ill Jn hosp i tal, a year e.tter her accid ent. but we were 
happy to bear t.hnt there la every 11ko11hood ot her being abl e to re turn hoDe ahcrtly. 
Harold Busby ls now out or heepttal, but tt 111 unl ike ly that we !t'lal l ,ee hlm at th e 
cieetlnga just nt. cur best wishes go to both ot t.hec. 

Ron Hodu ob dreW our at t ention to the Sexton Blake Li brary • and the lq,ortant 
changes whi ch are pendi ng I n t he prodUctton ot this publ tcatt on. Ydltch r eco~s th& 
a.oventurvs ot ooe llho had prob&b ly the l ongest CClltlnu ous lite ot 8.111 Character In 
fl otton. It Is to appear tn a new tomat ~crtly • md ~rs exp,N u ed the hope that 
lt would oeet With lnorease<I success. 

Then to •}1y FavOI.Q"lte Chapter- tor th i s ron th. It was the turn ot Cerry Allison 
and Han")' LaVeoder• but Jeck Wood gave us a curtain miser by reading a very ani al ng 
ext ra ct ~ one or th e Nagnet:i In the • eokeri s Cous in" serl ca. oem t s chapter was 
t'rotl a Cleo story telUns how GuasY tried to l earn ventr tloQuts:1. Md N'lat happened after 
Monty Lowther had al tered t he wordt ng ot an odvertl seoent In th e local paper. Herry 
then reed a stu:rt atory troc th e 1931 Holtdq Annual Ml.tch att ei:pted to forecost coo
dltl ons 1n 1950 and descr 1bec1 "18.t happened to a juntor who ' told ott • a pref ect bf hl .s 
Mdto te l ephone. onl7 to disc over that be bad forgotten t o n l tch of f the t el eYt aton 
att.a~n t. 

An lnteMal tor NfNsh:lfflts foll owed• and th en we had a ooq>etlttoo •Heads and 
T3ll dl dev i sed b)' Geoff rey Wilde. We were d1V1ded tnf.O two tes:i.s. led by Ron Dodgson 
and Frmk Ha.ncock• ~ bro to tdentU)' the opening sent.eince (Renda) er th e cl os tns 
Sentence (Ta ll .s} of a well-kno1wl stor., or other wcrk• not neees.sar1]¥ old bOYs rt etJ on. 
Afte r thre e exett lng: rounds Prmic Ra.Mock•s tedl proved 'f1ctor l ous. 

OUr ne.xt ce et11'€ ls the occaaf on of oi.a- AnnUa.l Christens Part.)' . Saturday ; Decet::lber 
8tb ts the date and ti.JO the ttoe . Tee wlll be at S oro1oc1c. A tsr~ laas spNftd and 
a t,u:per PJ'OO"llttle ot tun and gmJes ta be i ng 81TM8ed, wt th. M'!Y" t toe pr tr.es to be won. 
tb ere "Ill be a break t or rotreahlent.s at e. :,o and we .ehall probabl,7 tbreak 1.1>' about 
9.JO. f'R/.NK RANCOaC - Hon. Seel'etarfe 
,.,-,NmNmtlmll"""'""'"'"'""'""""""' ""'"""'"""""""'"""""'""'"'"'""'"""""'""""""""""',N"I"'"""""'"'""'""""'"'"'"""'""""""" ' 
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!he Noncber Detitl ng got tllllfl to a ·m at ent.Nlstastte .start on Thlr9dST• 15th wbllrl 
club ceC'bers geth?N!d at dl e Boot Bargain B&ZMr, SJtineJ at 6.15 p.o . 

BYd Sl:IJlh op Elled proceedings bJ reporting .w progre ss or the Club cagaa lne .tllch 
tt ts hoped will be ava118bl e t or posting b7 1:1lci,,()ecem:>er •. 

Mert>ers as usial, were l oot.I~ rorward to Che oTerseaa netts and the aecre t8J'7, 
wU.h l etter s t rcr.i rrenk lmttn , Ron Hodgeon Md Bill Hubbard proTl ded a •Id e oonrege . And 
It was alao _pl eas i ng to hear troa local ent.l'llata.st,, Bruce Fottler al'IS Harry Qlrtta t ree 
Q•lald. 

then th e Blake entbuista3t a, dhcusatng the threatened closure or •Blaklan a• called 
tor ai ppcrt tor t.bls extrerie )y hard wortl~ F.dlt.N,a , Jost e Packmtll, llflo has alW87• given 
a rtrst cl aa.s f eature tor Bl ake aupportera. Victor Colby, 111\o Dade the appeal baa writt en 
1enra1 new ar ticle s t n bla USlal styl e Md ther e ta another artic l e tra:i a oecber 1llho 
trca hle . preTtoua ftlOrt, proct ses a new and tnten stlng approach t,o a ta• ourtt e 111.Wjeot, 

Tbe ehalman, fflo ts a atal.W)Oh HeatU oo fMi: "a, TeJ7 pl eased t o announce news 
or a new r aature 1n 'Th e A..P. stst r PubUcatton• by Btu Lott a . Nect>era ..ere grea~ 
tnt ercs ted Rhen Bill Lot'. st fe ature on th e moat cutst.S'ldl~ A.P. dw- aoters wu poaaed 
arou:xi. Ho. 1 t eaturbd i:~au, Blult~ but the next tuu e •111 turtber tbe mow 1eage 
ot Blake enthus tas!1 ., :l5t'..:rallT af t er th.I 1 ~e ot tba treat oedurs are hop i ng Cb.at 
copies "111 be a .. ·a:i o!Ho to r oolleGtors here, 11tlo are 811 ere atl)' Intere sted. 

nw l atte r part of th e enn~ waa dno ted to a talk by s,a ~h oonollldlne Ille 
bl Of!l"l)·hlcal !ke~h or stanton Hope whiob he had begun at the October meeting. His t.rr 
rormatl on cove1-ed tb e 'fa.st rarige of Cbls author' s aotl Yttl ea wtth A.P., c,antea, newape,pers 
md "8l" ap er ie.-:ees. 

~. o~ t he met ing ooneluded ffrJ pleaa,antl)' In the neart>7 cotr ee mcp at 9 p.a. 

Wi th t.he death or Bill Hartin at tb e B'Kl ot Oc1.ober otr hobby l ost a oolOUZ"tul 
tlguN. Hr. Hartin wa.s a de .il er. pure 3nd slclll e1 Md 1 ltk e most deale rs, he came In tor 
a fa ir aoount ot crttlols::i, ooat or It probab lY Wldeaierwd. 

He was unasha:le.11 unaba.shedf be provte1e<1 colleo tors with ciater tal ~tcl'I. wu 
keen)¥ sought and he tlSde no secret or t he root t,flat hls t.reaaurea aent to the h18h eet 
bidders , Tbere wa, no fal se IIIOdc<otf, no ~ • about Bill Hartin . lhJ paid out 
plen~ ot coney and ert ort In oroer to une!rth hidden trea,ures, and be expect ed , and no 
doubt obt a!ned 1 a good return t or h11 outley . And tlbO CWld blame hl c:O He had mde 1t 
hls busin ess. 

He wu an l cc,attent C181'l, He w.aa a care l ess can. But be we., not an unreasonable 
man. I had. a nuctier or deal s wtth htc s>d a lwa,1 found hJm str ai ght oa a dt e. When be 
cade a uitstak e 1 he would put tt rlgbt , It cust omers were not ,aattlt'ted he w:>uld ntmTI 
their cx:iney with al acri ty . Abon an , he waa a bnu1,quel7 tnd ependent cen. tet, tn ear]¥ 
d81s, wtum be had the chronic habit or deraotng the covers of pertod teal s bY \b e tni,rtnt 
of a terg e rubber starp gll' I~ hta name end 8'dreas , he dropped tbe prac.t loe 1lben 
cu.st.ooers cCl:l)lal ned, 

i .,-1,1 t to th e upst a irs rocc lftere he atcre o hi s "8NI • u ane:r:pertence. He b8d 
U terally 11141!88 ot junk bespat tered •ttb lvwela, t. talk •Ith hl o over r.be hlepb ont 
was Mother expert enee. He used lurid uplethe1 lav l~ and he was no re.,ector of 
per soo.s1 but samebow be neYer s:an otrene e. Il •a.t lust Blll ltlrtlrh way. Re hm:J a fund 
of talea ot peopl e 1111\o wanted sooethlng tor not.b.1(1!:• of peopl e .tlo aITlnd lftl xp&Otedl.Y on 
a.xis, altemoona flltlen he na taking hll be.th, of rolk: Wb) arrlTecl bopetu117 ln Ute c1ddle 
of the night. 

•1t ic:i a pUbUe benefactor&• he would 187, •1 make nothing out or tt . I Ju s t l ose 
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coney. • 

AM you to ok lt all wtth a era ln ot aol t, a.s Bill knew YOO IIIWld., 
Bill Ncrttn was about 58 years or age. Hls nsie Will be l"'E!Qett>et"ed ln oolleettng 

circles tor tlll1G' years to cooe . OUr hobby l a th e poorer tcr hla pass ing. 

1RE Fll§T F'lf'Trai 

A §uryey 9t the C1D1 Ann\J8lt J947-J96l By Dona)JWeb5ter 

Pr<im th e titl e ol thls article you might think that Rugger ha s suppl.anted Soccer 
at st. J 101 s or cre)'frt ara , but such is not the case. 

It hardlY seem tttteen years aso Ulat the lat e Herb ert Leckenby tn collaboration 
wtth 11r. H. 11. Bond, tLrst l s !lled our favourit e Annual. That rtrst edition eOGl)rlaed 
88 pages at a pric e or 61-. I doubt tr he ever t ores.aw that U. 1i0uld 8ttll be appearing 
md be In even greater demand ln 1962, although th e pri ce may have more than do~led with 
r l stng . prOdUetton coats and the 1962 edit ion la almos t doubl e the size or tha t 1947 one. 

Aeons tl\e •htgh spots- d o,m the ,ear .s have been the e-0q>l et e hl st.ort es or the 
ttagnet (Roger J enktns) and the cem {Erle F'a¥Jle), 'l'lhll at o.llooat a ll the pert ootea ls ot 
our youth have been an alYse<J by scme contributor or other . Boyt s F'rt end, ChlllllJI, Popular, 
Nelson Lee, Capt a tn, ChaQ)t on, Boy•s Reall:l, lresdnough t, etc. , have all had t.lle lloe
Ught, and plency or eocte paper s ha ve been covered . 'Ibe Unton Jack and Sexton Blake 
Ltbr&rY have been dealt wl th ot sane l ength, bui every succeed i ng year tln c:ts :scae aspeet 
anew on t.hese ramous productions. 

111cre have been :io many excellent art i c l es and such a ratne of tnt ort\Stt on tn c.o. 
Annual s over t.lles e 15 rears that It N)U].d be li:iposs lbl e to s l.ngl e out the most popular 
contr l button s. So Clfq' I refer t o SOQe or those vtltch seemed out stand ing t.o ae? 

In 1949 (iey favourite Is sue ) John Geal dealt with the Hagnet tn ser i es t ore 
(Magnet Masterpieces) , and one was abl e t o chase those elUstv e nud>ers . In 1951 Er le 
F'a)'ne dealt s l:i tlar).y with the Geci. (And Every Stol"')' A Ceo}, Ylltl st in 1952 and 1953 
Robert B].ythe gave us the St. Frank's saga . ff\us our ravourtte .!IChoo ls were chronol og t
cal.lY covered. 

For Sexton Blake enthu s iasts a great deal or work. ts put In by ioodlers or th e 
Sext on Blak e Circl e . One ot tb elr fin es t years was 1952 Vlben they dealt with Sext on 
e1•e versus such adversari es as Zenith, the Albin o , Ceorge Harsden Plu:mer, and Leon 
Kestrel. Also , the wont or ~ Sear l es Brooks and c. ff. Teed was apprai sed. 

The l ate Herbert Ledt enby cont ri buted sor.ie tine arti c l es ln hi s ttoe . H Is •si ree t s 
ot Net10rt eS' (19 55) am •HXl Years ot Boys• Pert odlca ls'I were outst.'.ln:l t ng. I reoerrtier 
on a vt s tt t o Tork dlseuss tng these two ar ti c l es wtth hlm, and betng shown th e scenea ot 
hts youthfu l ardour tor the se books. They were hls lire. 

How maR¥ or us realise QJ.(JO how CllCh we owe to Roger Jenktn s tor hi s work over 
th e years? I think he ha, contributed to evecy AMU8l but one. I always enjo,ed his 
arti cl es , e.nd like oany otl'ler s , look forward to tbe::i ea.eh Christmas t ogether "Ith th ose 
t rttl the pen or Erto Pll17le. 

c . D. Annual seeoed t o cie to tak e up l't\ere the Holiday .A.Mual l eft of t , on].y l t 
covere d more ground . In It s 15 rears t i has covered our t evourtte papers ano characters, 
be they sen ior or rags , detectives or villains .. and the tecilntne element has not been 
negl ect oo. 

He have mete new tri encls ln Hr . BUdcl.le El"ld Her&c11th• and they are II WA1: each 
year tn. ey opi ni on. ~ 

How plea s ing to ,ee tl'le tllu.tr a tlon s each rear , t.oo\ Here we custn•t forget a 
very old trt end and oontr tbutor, Sob .Whit.er, ,!hose cover s were part or the annual tre at • 

.Uih.oUgh th a Holi day Annual and O\atterbox wer e r ev i ewed, the hard coTer atcr t ea 
never aeeoed to be aaequaie1Y covered tn t.he AMual, though articl es have appeared 
oecas i cnallY tn th e r;aonUlly. Perhaps scr.ie contr Jbutor wtll rtll Ule gap In ih e rutur e. 
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It ts not ey Int ention t o burden You wtth a l ot or t act s and fi gures , and. a list 

ot the contents or c. D• AMuals rrom 1947 to 1961 woold be n etthG r pre.et.t cabl e nor 
deslra.b l e. It I ha.Ye cover ed the oa.tn f eati.res as a tribu t e t o t.he AMuall s conti nued 
success l so aat ls rted. It I have omitted t o reter to 1our own ravourlte lt ED I ara ve 
your tndUlgenceJ' 

Ltke 7ou, dear r eader , I am looking fOl'Ward to the ttm e wiaen the postmn oalls in 
Deeed:ler and there Is a heavy thud on the fl oor Pllcn ol.lI' bel oved c . D. Annual coce s 
through th e l etter-b ox, Ah, then tor Christmas Eve, a cosy o.halr and ciaybe a c igar, 
"111st I si tmiersed In our hobby. Let no one dlsi.urb me then & 

HAVE YOU OROOUD Yoo:t COPY a' THE 16th EDITICN7 

An enomous Anthol ogy or Artic l es , Stori es , and Ptetures 

~0D~~!~:~ \~fhts !';~!;1~~:;ng~~ ~;t=~~e~: ~~ ~!~~rJ=r~~rs 
RIC)[Ht'J.. OlOfi>TON; DANN\'j BRIAN DOYLE; ERIC F.ln£; TCNJ CLYNN; R. H. OOOSAVEJ AR.mt.ft 
KARRISI GD)F'f'REY HARRISON; GOOFF' HOCKU:fl TOl1 ROPPERTON; w. J, A, HUBBARDJ ROCER Jontlt6J 
T, A. JOONSON; ROBERT KELLY; FRANK LAY; W. O. C. LOMS; ARfliU\ l'fJYSE: JA(J( rt.fl.TAGHI ROSS 
STOOY; HENRY WEJ!,B; CHARLES ~ICHTJ IDU. UAHJL1'0N WRICHT. 

Plus ?etlR Y LANE tn l'tlteh we sweep you back doVCl the years 
1n !our pages ot pictures. 

Sexton Blake Today 
(The new novels In 
SeJ.ton Blake L tbrMJ 
rev iewed b)" 
MAACARET COOKE) 

THE B~ ~~ ·:;Lu,;l~thor • t o e~~~~0l~d 
occupati onal hazard" !or anyone In Bl aket s 
pos tu on. 

\ot.ian ~lckY Deutsch escaped rrom prison and 
&Tlved tn London aet emtned t o rutn and catrder 
sen on Blake, Grlara ld, Coutts and Ki rby tr'led co 
wam Bl tite or his danger . Tired , overworked and 
,i:p erate l.Y anxious t.o !1n1sll a r eport on a ser ious 
ease , Bldte refused to 11 st en to theCl, made the 
cls t 3ke or underest lmattng his enemy and near )y 
paid the pric e with hts li t e . 

A chance ceet lng with o beautiful girl gave 
Deut sch the opportunltr to stage a series or care
!ull.Y planned t nc tdent .s designed t o damage Bl.Okel s 
personal tnt e~ tt:y so that Qle detee i.l ve tound ht~ 
selt susPec t ecl by his !rl end, deser t ed b;y his 
clients , ractn,; •pro t ess lonal death'! end possib l e 
tmprlscraent !or nssmil ;. 

At tha t s tage Deutsch coved in t o OO[Cl!llt a 
mrder l'lhlch fllCUld l ook like suicide and su: t on 
Bl ake, bitt erly conscious or hls O'Jfl stupl dl Q'• 
r efused to accept any help from hi s anx ious sta rt 
and wortced out hts OMl salvauon. 

• good aton with a souna pl ot. 
§hVAGE vpm.R£· §, BL , 512 w, ;. P.~ING~ 
"""'""';,. ,,storf of, auiliors in ... search or. a. storr,,,,roi= .. the s. s .L. ,, and , or .. me .E'!ttorf s ,.!ars ~jr 
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t.be lr aatet.r . It deals wlth slaTe-t.rodera; rlt.ual klllln&sl t.NB.cberous peop l e In hlgb 
pl aces tn Lubanda; ma a war-tloe proalse made by Peter Suon to a SOl:lnl.1 sergun t - • tt 
you ever need 1!ff help , either yau or your peopl e - Juat call Sld Itll eome.• 

Now he was an5'ter1R& a call ror help, l eading a two,,,man crusade aga inst. slave
tradera. 

The novel ls pecked with Incident and act i on rra1 t.he opening pages, 'l'tlere a dead 
eat ls lett onr th e door or the autho rta rooci, to the clo s i ng cht1>tera deacr lblnc: 
Nerton' a danger ln a Shelk •s haND. 

A htgh atanda.rd or ¥1'1tlng , e:reellent eharaeterlzatlon and dialogue , and a a1tt1ru1 
use or wtt to ease the tension ln pl ac~malee this a very good at.ory lndnd. 

YOURS SINCERELY 
( Intcresc.t11 ltetis troc th e Edit.or • a Lette:r:::B:¥) 

~~~:~~: th~ ~t~~: ~~!s~r~!c~e ~~ ~n::e~!e:!t!~l:sme, 
tlld tbe lte:ils take up such a wdest aoount or space , one wonders there shou ld be tJ11Y 
objection . Perhaps I 811 prej\Xtlced, In v tew or the tact t.bat ey oontr l bU.tlons are oft en 
accepted. Tour readers wi ll be geitlng tb e lopres.s ton I OC'I e ith er a conrtrtDe<I old soak 
or a per"Qallent res tdent or the host ell'7. 

l«JU1AN LINF~ ( Camock}: I .'.El sure Chst ar11'0ne 1'110 h as ret!.d tb e Clltr House .stor ies tn 
lffie Schoo 1• "111 not agree tl'lnt. t.he charact.ers were just femal e llhadows or t.he tr 
(ireytrtar.s ocqualntonces . ftl e)' were written b)' Mr. Wbeway, end he brought about a big 
change In Cliff House Schoo l "ltb hls ~ yarn s ot sports ttxture s so dear to th e 
achool,glrl heart. tbe Beasto Bunter or Hr. lol'l.eway ln no wny reselltJled 81117 Bunter and 
tl\11 "as, I think, his greate st. eharocter ch.:inge . lnctdentaUy , th e e,apto tn auccecd lng 
Stella Stone was OUlcla Patrbrother, not Dulci e Grq, and 1 ireswe you mean Jeatoo 
tarstal rs lflen reten-Jng to J emlm Carrax. In r;q c,plnton "e old tans oan 8IJ'1 rieny thnr*.s 
to O\arles Hac.llt.on t or creati ng curt House, but g ive a greater ::-.easure ot thanks t o 
Hr. Whewoy for brlngln g the characU:rs altn DJll1 oolourf'Ul . 

i•J;;M~ ~~~~en~=:!~~;!~~ r:=:;~~ :•;~~~ , .,~ !~;ld 
I think the Dh1esi could exi,lcre further - t.ha t ot th e priv ate detect ive. I ,would be 
delighted If aroeone "ould ti*e up the c:utgels on behalf ot C8l1Y ot the others beside 
Lee and Bl.t*:e • Dixon BaJllte, Tubb)' Haig , Falcon ewtrt, eto . Another or the Uke we.a J oe 
Plcltor'Cl but I cam.ct recall ldllch publlaher- presented hie tor our enJayt>ent. All t need 
add ts that Bl81ce and Lee 9'l!N not Qle only p ebbles on 1he beach . 

~~~(=-~ilY 1on~~~~: ~t~~~~:1~i~r~!• 1.
1 

great ·achtnement, at no Sl8ll upen:,e or ttoe aixi l.8bour. 

'N.!$sm'%f!!m~~~~ 1~ ~~1=i:!s:r; ~1:!: = :m ~;~~~~~~.~~tb 
a ruaber or your readers. It al l drGl'fs me llk e a co tb to a candle lnto the circle ot 
Old Bays. 

Publt!lbed ti)' Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, CroTG Road, SUrblton . 
[q)ltcated by York °"111catlng SeMlc es , 12.a 1?le Shad)lea, Tork. 


